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THIS MONTH’S COVER 


The Circus World Museum Circus Train was 


Subscrip 
received in May-June. 
$2.55; January 


and are due each May 1 
owing: Those 

$3.40; November-December 
copies 85 


NEW MEMBERS 


loaded and unloaded on the tracks next to William Coldwell 


132 Lodi St 

Ohio 

Eugene F. Moreland 
7249 Lasaing Ave 

Van Nuys, Calif 

Mary Irene Phebus 

27 South Kansas St 
61832 


the Baraboo freight station for the Mil 
1966 parade 
Wardrobe Wagon No. 
the Hagenbeck Wallace 
large Chevrolet chrome plated cutaway car 
exhibit. The No. 203 wardrobe wagon came 
from the World of Mirth 
Although 


loading in Baraboo, it was equally as excit 


waukee Elyria 


209 was 
to carry the 


used on 
show 


carnival 


fewer people viewed the un Danville, Illinois. 
Richard A. Colvin 
4658 East 57th Place 
Okla., 74135 
Pedro W. Guerrero 
37 North Mesa Drive 
Mesa, Arizona, 85201 
Lorry D. Brage 
31 Wilson Drive 
Columbus, Ga 
Smedley Palmer 
3418 Reece St 
Philadelphia, Pa 
Lawrence D. Rambeau 
22275 Haggerty Rd 
Northville, Mich 
Gerhart Schamberger 


Itasca, Illinois, 60143 


ing as the arrival and unloading in Mil 


waukee. Pfening Photo 


Tulsa 


Freddie Daw’s All-Circus Catalog 
3-hole punched for adding new 
pages when printed. Subscribers 
will receive 3-Ring Letters when 
published and all new pages 
FREE OF CHARGE. Send only 
$2.00 to the address below for 
your subscription. Great for “% 
scale model builders 
Freddie Daw Circus Hobby Hall 
245 Catalonia Avenue 
Coral Gables, Fla. 33134 


31903 


Rudolph J. Hagene 
Route 3 

Ashland, Wisc 

Harry C. Berry 

924 Lincoln Ave 

Ft. Wayne, Ind 

Joseph Fleming 

Trenton, Neb. 

Fred Dohlinger, Jr 

8019 W. Grantosa Dr 
Milwaukee, Wisc,, 53218 
Ardell Filip 

P.O. Box 419 

College, Alaska, 99735 
Ronald Gene Powell 
1540 Maiden Lane 
Springfield, Ohio, 45504 
Cliff M. Leach 

37 Griswold Dr 
West Hartford, Conn 
leslie E. Bex, Jr 

114 S, Highland Ave 
Arlington Hts., 
Williom H. Day 
33 North Wellington St 
06053 


06106 


Ilinois 


New Britain, Conn., 
Robert W. Bess, M.D 
122 Ashland St 
Piedmont, W.Va., 26750 
Joseph Gordon Stott 
133 Rosedale Court 
Woodbridge, Va., 22191 
REINSTATED 

Chorles F. Van Nort 
1417 Devers Rd 


York, Penna., 17404 


PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 


Our is all out and over 


and the reports indicate it wos enjoyed by 


1966 convention 


all. Certainly, we here in Baraboo were 
happy to have you and are hopeful that you 
enjoyed your trip to Wisconsin. 

It is not too early to begin to think about 
next year's convention 

There has been some talk among members 
relative to the location of our conventions 
and whether they should be rotated around 
the geographical areas of the country as is 
done in the case of some other circus clubs 
First, however, we must remember that unlike 
C.H.S. does 


to supply organized 


these other clubs, the not have 


local “tents” or “rings 


carry out the planning and 
identified with o 


It would be dangerous to outomatically as 


manpower to 
responsibilities convention 
sign the convention to a given region without 


prior knowledge of persons in that area 
willing to handle it 

The solution for the C.H.S. does not, there 
fore, rest with the regional rotation of con 
vention locations. 

Our Bylaws place the responsibility for the 
convention upon the president 
As president, | will give consideration to 
any bonafide that is 
submitted. | do not feel bound to hold the 
convention in any particular region. | do feel, 
however, that any convention proposal must 
be backed by C.H.S. members able and will 


ing to carry out convention assignments 


convention invitation 


If no such bonafide convention invitation 


is forthcoming, | am as president, left with 





no alternative but to choose a convention site 


and time suitable to my direct supervision 


Logistics would probably dictate this to again 
be a Midwest location 


It behooves any member, anywhere, with 
a convention idea, to act upon it now. Ex 
piore potential attractions, program, facili 
ties, locations, dates and C.H.S. workers Two revealing books — by a tattooed girl. “How To Do 
available. Submit a proposal to the presi Good Tattooing” with 30 full page pictures. “The Story 
dent promptly. Do not stall around until next f Pn yT) , . ° * 
springs (We should reselva thls, question be of a Tattooed Girl’ with 135 pictures, both including 
fore the end of 1966. It is timely to think many of the authoress. These books show exclusive 
about the 1967 convention right now. pictures of the world’s most beautiful tattooed girls, 
never previously published. 


Let’s also apply ourselves now to recruit 
new members for our society. Write to our 
secretary, John Boyle in Cleveland, for a 


Sia: thet ollie? Price each, $5 surface, $7 airmail. 


fans and friends with a flare for nostalgia 


supply of membership blanks. 


and circus interest are introduced fo the Catalogue of Tattoo Supplies Equipment. 
BANDWAGON. We have been steadily grow P ‘“ 
ing and we want this trend to continue Photos, $1 airmail. 
Bob Parkinson 


HAVE YOU MOVED 


If you have changed your address be sure 
to advise the Bandwagon office of your new Reply, Miss Cindy Ray, P.O. Box 34 


address. The Post Office will not forward : : A 
Ivanhoe, Victoria, Australia 
third class mail, and your copy comes back 


with a minimum of 8 postage due. It then 
takes another 8c, or more to forward it on 


to you. In addition to this extra bother and TATTOOING 

cost to the CHS you are delayed in receiving . er 

your copy How To Do Good Tattooing 
Please let us have your new address in “The Story of a Tattooed Girl’ 


advance of your move 


— from Rowe To Rs 


PIONEER CIRCUSES OF THE WEST 


CHANG REYNOLDS 


Author - Illustrator 


The arrival of the Joseph Andrew Rowe Olympic Circus 
in San Francisco in 1849 and the invasion of the great 
northwest by the Ringling Brothers’ World’s Greatest 
Show in 1899 marked a period of fifty years of pioneer 
circus activity in the Far West. In describing this half- 
century, the efforts of John Wilson, Ryland, Montgomery 
Queen, Cooper & Bailey, the Sells Brothers, John Robinson 
and many other proprietors are fully detailed. Price $7.50 
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By BOB TABER 

Historically Mexican shows ¢.d_ per 
formers have been closely associated 
with the circus history of the United 
States. 

For over one hundred years Mexican 
and American amusements have inter 
twined. Fans catch often one or more 
of these shows below the border 

Several circuses play close to the 
U.S.-Mexican line each season. Fans 
knowing the dates are quick to take 
advantage, if possible. It is not a long 
trip below San Antonio, Brownsville, El 
Paso or San Diego 

Orrin Bros. was the big one down 
there in the 19th century. Geo. F. Orrin 
was born in England and became an 
acrobat with the Four Honey Bros. They 
appeared at Niblo’s Garden in New 
York during 1845. The troupe had long 
engagements with the Mabie and Howe 
circuses. In 1850 they toured under can 
vas with Rivers, Runnels & Franklin. In 
the winter the act went to the West 
Indies, reaching Mexico in ‘51 

With Sig Sebastian, celebrated eques 
trian, Mr. Orrin formed a circus com 
pany and toured Latin America for years 
as Orrin’s California Circus. It reached 
San Francisco in the Fall of 1861 

Some U.S. circuses have crossed the 
border. In 1906 Sells Floto played down 
there two weeks of December. It was in 
Chihuahua, December 12-13 

Norris & Rowe, the California based 
circus, was in Mexico the same year 
during December. It returned after a 
date at Juarez, across from El Paso 
December 28 

If memory is correct the Carl Hagen 
beck circus tried it in 1906, only to end 
in a serious railroad wreck that hastened 
the Hagenbeck-Wallace formation 

Mexico has not given a royal welcome 
to American managers in recent years. 
The managers there have things tied-up 
to keep out opposition. Ringling tried it 
in the 50's, Howard Suez sent his Clyde 
Bros. over the line in the winter of 
1960-61 to play in parks and bull rings. 
I saw it in Guadalaraja with a strong 
American cast including some Mexican 
acts. He never returned though he has 
since engaged each season outstanding 
Mexican acts. 

In the 20's I was with a motion picture 
and animal show playing border towns 
The first trip over all equipment was 
passed under bond. Business was very 
good. In the Mexican coinage was a 

peso coin, twice the size of a U.S. sil- 
ver dollar. I recall these were accumu- 
lated by the sack full. Word of the suc 
cessful tour must have gotten around 

On the second time over, or rather 
attempt, the authorities wanted full duty 
on everything. They wanted six Mexicans 
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never 


been a child-labor in Mexico 


of Mexico in 
This newspaper courier is imprinted in Span 


Pfening Collection 


children learn youn he audience, both 


Americans and Mexicans. attending 


show would shower the youngsters with 
coins at the termination of their appear 
never ince. These shows played communities 


of all sizes ranging in size from 


revolu- Francisco and Los Angeles do to the 
op fruit camps and small mining towns 
were Of Mother watched the front door 


the 


children Because of city regulations and 


ind the One of the last was El Flamante in the 
early 40's operated by the well known 
During its first season the Sells-Floto Circus wire walker, Herbie Weber, and featur 
1906. ing his wife, Chata Escalante 

Among the titles well known were the 
Escalante Bros., Rivas Bros.. Esqueda 


~ 


BIGOuOW 


OFA EMY ORD 


lock Cah Nein, 
Ms tatty 


FROM EVERIERE 





creased overhead this type has vanished 


Bros., P 


very 


Perez and Gutierrez Bros. All 

popular with the American 
circus fans and made their place in U.S. 
circus history 

The P. Perez set-up was a unique one 
He had a large family with attractive 
daughters. They were graceful dancers 
and with a few hired acts gave a credita- 


were 


ble performance 

In later years the late Harry Phillips 
of Los Angeles, who owned the Robinson 
Bros. title with the Perez 
family 

There was always an American around 
to be fixer, interpreter, agent and some 
limes presented an act 

Reubin Ray 
lions, 


teamed up 


He had 
talented 


was one of these 


some ponies, etc. and 


The Carl Hagenbeck Trained Wild Animal 
Circus went to Mexico late in 1906, with poor 
entrance to the 


success, The sideshow is 


shown at a Mexican stand. Pfening Collection 


The Norris & Rowe Circus toured Mexico 
N&R 
shown being loaded at dock side at a Mexi 
McClintock Collection. 


early in this century. The train is 


can port 


children. Mrs. Bill Woodcock, Jr 
Ray. Her mother from Riverside, 
California, not born in the business, but 
all her children 
On Gutierrez 
was the good 
previous to his 


was a 
came 


were 

Bros.. Tom Atkinson 
man Friday. His 

connection there 
listed in old Billboard routes 

The Velarde family migrated to the 
states from Mexico. Modelo was a fam- 
ous title in Mexico. Louis Velarde re- 
vived this name for a tour of California 
I recall having sold him an 80 foot round 
top with two thirty foot That 
was in the 30's 

Manuel 
came famous as a 
California 


show 


was 


middles 


Velarde, as a youngster, be- 
tight wire walker 
lawmen were on the lookout 


for children under age performing. His 
father would not allow the boy to ap- 
pear with had booked. He 
did go ahead and toured for many sea- 
sons, appearing with shows in the middle 
west 

In recent years American managers 
have looked to Mexico for new acts. 
Al G. Barnes was the first to employ 
them when the changed from an 
all-animal performance to one with acro- 
bats, wire walkers, etc. The Escalante 


some acts I 


show 


Family was the first to be engaged. 


Since then performers from the land 
of Manana have been featured on most 
both under canvas and the 
The Ringling-Barnum show 


all circuses 


indoor type. 


A group of Mexicans are shown here sit- 
ting next to a smashed sleeper of the Carl 
Hagenbeck show in 1906. A loaded flat car 
is in the background. Pfening Collection 





Has had 
verialists 
On the 


gone to 


Mexican flying acts and sing 
Americans hi 
appearances that 


One of 


other hand 
Mexico for 
have run into long-time contracts 
Horwath worke 
Hagenbeck-We 
others. He had 

This year he 
Central America with the 
Others booked for 
the 
Celeste in her 


Her 


vith 
Dailey 
long term on 


these is Joe who 


inimals on lace, 
Bros. and 
Atayde 


strong in 


Bros. has been 
ing 
Atayde owned cat act 
1 winter tour George 


have been 


Hanneford, Jr. riders 
aeroplane number 
Weber wife in 
Beatty-Cole, the 


chimps 


the Gutis troupe 
their wire 
Walter Nat 

Rudy Bros. ele 
bicycle riders and many 
Marcia and Er 


anon act 


bert and 
long on 
ton bears and 
Therons 
including 
Zacchini ¢ 

The Big Three 
Atayde Bros., 
Bell. On all 
talk English 


come. One does not need to talk Spanish 


phants 
more anuel 
Mexico are 
and ¢ 


some 


today in 


Circo Union irco 


these there are who 


and fans will be most wel 


but it does help. 
few 


spend a 


shows 


Don’t expect to fly down 
contact 

fort night 
Mexican managers stay in a spot so 
The 


days to 


days or a week several 


and get back in a Impossible 


The 


long as the money comes engage 


may be several several 


No 


containing 


ments 
cards or amusement 


the 


weeks route 


paper route ahead are 
available 
A few 
trip friends in 
the can up 
when one may be playing just over the 
American line. Be prepared to go South 
hurry. A good time in Mexico City 
holiday Always 
Mexico and 
Atayde 
one month in Mexico 


for planning a cir 
the 
you off 


suggestions 


cus Contact area 


‘long border, who 


ina 
there is 
the 
Jan 
After 


large 


is the season 


City 
this 


several in 
opened 
Arena 
plays sometime in 
going under 
a point near 


one in 
suburbs. year 
| for 
that 
cities with buildings 
in April usually at Loredo 

In the buildings it is a three ring affair 


but the 


the show 


canvas 


under canvas is on the style of 


The main entrance to the Circo Union is 


shown in this 1963 photo. Note Pepsi Cola ad 
Bob Photo 


on fence. Taber 


} 





Programa Oftrial | 


‘NORRIS y ROWE 


Museo, Coleccion de Fieras ¢ Hipodromo. 


9 DIAS PRINCIPIANDO OCT. 20 
SVIUVIG SANOIONNA @ 





A special program was used by the Norris 
1906 tour of Mex 


illustration on the 


& Rowe show during their 


ico. The cover is in 


English Cireus World 


the rest is in Spanish 


Museum lection 


European shows. The American acts 


booked 
only 


extra are for the winter tour 


Union and Bell are under canvas as 
always 
and 
locations of the others can be learned 

different. No pictorial 
Block type posters and 
cards are the items of pub: 
newspaper ads. Pepsi Cola 
is a name about as prominent on all ad 
that of 


finance 


one ringers 


Contact one usually the general 


Advertising is 
lithos are used 
tack 


licity be 


main 


ides 


the 
the 


vertising and programs as 


circus coming. They must 
advance. 

A ballyhoo 
with a crew of 
hand bills and 

coming circus is spread 

One Atayde did 
stand still does, carry 


ind stakes 


day 
boys to dis 


the 


truck comes in one 


ahead local 


tribute soon news of 


and I under 


an extra tent 


year 
poles 


This arrived a day in advance 


at ¢ Baja 
driven, canvas spread 
poles the 

vas open 
perform 


with a 2 


uervos California. Stak 
and laced, all main 


night the 


2s were 


raised before show 
due to 

Two 
7 p.m 


days. 


and 
atinee on Sun- 


I paid f 
Guadalaraja in January 


ances given, 6 
o'clock 
Prices are reason 


pesos, 40c, at 


The animals are in 

The shows 
bands, of 8 to 12 pieces 
United States cus- 
tomary to the the 
Street in late afternoon to announce the 
night's show 

The name of 
after it is 


the side show 


have always stressed their 


Years ago when 
playing 


dates it was 


send band out on 


show 
our 


the 
On 
nion 


remains long 
gone trip the 
Circo | remained on the 
buildings in towns months after the show 
had left put on with 


paint from Juarez to Cuernavaca 


last 
name 


The words were 
There is no ¢ 
in Mexico but 


standing acts. Circo Bell lists in their pro 


Society 
a record is kept of out 


ircus Historical 


grams acts of each year in the past 

Dr. Manuel De La Rosa of Mexico 
City has completed his new book giving 
the history of the 
performers from the days of the 
It is ready for the printers. 

He has devoted some space to Alfred 
ind Llalo ¢ 
of Mexico 

Some day there will be written a book 
on circuses of North America. Two chap 
ters will be needed to tell of the Mexican 
shows. 


Mexican and 


Aztecs. 


shows 


idona and the Cadona circus 


Fans will find old ornate 
or modern trucks with pictorials painted 


on the sides 


not wagons 
Owners concentrate on the 
performance 

Each color 
Atayde uses orange and gray 
and yellow, Circo Bell 
Each carry the title of 
trucks 

Because of 


circus has its scheme 
Union red 
white 


the 


red and 


the show on 
narrow roads no 
Elephants 
open-air truck 
American shows have sold equipment 


large 


semi-trailers are used travel 


one animal to an 


A horse 
shown with other trucks in the background 
Bob Taber Photo 


trailer of the Atayde show is 





to Mexican 
Kelley-Miller 
homa 


shows. Union was 


Miss 


using 
Okla 
from the same 
show. The Rudy 
bought by them. The 
time termed The 
young elephants 
Atayde last 


seat wagons. 


and other animals 
circus were in the side 
elephant act 
bulls were 
Packs 


were sold by 


was 
at one Tom 
elephants 


Ken 


Two 
Jensen t¢ 
winter 
There 
playing the 


ire a number of smaller shows 


country. I got a tip there 


i small one in a colony on the out 
skirts of Mexico City. On 
lot I found the Segera 
Manager Campa wa 
He was a member of the 
furnished the 


port's ¢ 


was 


reaching the 
circus. General 
door 
family that 
Ben Daven 
back. This 
of the same family 
John Strong circus on the 
Mochis 
Mexico that 
One time en 
route between Mexicali and San Felipe 
150 miles 
rolling 


on the front 
program for 
ampa Bros. few ye 
year several members 
are on the Big 
West 


was just 


Coast. On arrival in 
behind the ¢ 


had advertised 


Los 
irco 


10 clowns. 


i small circus was moving the 
Lack of 
to double 


between towns stock 


made it necessary 


There is a decided difference between 


27” x 10” LITHOGRAPH 


The original of this 


$500.00 


work of art is 


priced ot You can have an 


authentic reproduction for as little as 


$4.99 if you order now 


Here is the Two Hemispheres wagon 


as no photograph could capture it. Each 


retains every subtle shade 


lithograph 


every minute detail just as it appears in 


the original as created by Robert Nidy 


outstanding southwestern artist, It's au 


thentic in proportion, authentic in every 


respect 


Viewing this piece of fine art is the 
next best thing to viewing the magnifi- 


cent Two Hemispheres wagon in real life. 


US. Mexican 
and performance 
In the Latin 
thing takes 
This can be 


and circuses in programs 


American shows every- 


place in one ring usually 
from any 
there a 
cutting it short 
three rings and 


and then at the 


seen easily 
Never is 


place 
in the rush to 
finish the 
They 


have 


tent 
number by 
don't advertise 


only one working 
the tent 

Alfredo and 
came to be world famous aerialists 
their 


been 


far end of 
Llalo Cadona 
after 
Mexican circus, 
performers on 


Ever since 
father’s 
work for 
sides of the line 
The perch act of Bros. 

first on 
years 


being with 
there has 
opposite 

Kaylicoa from 
Segera, 
they 


Yucatan 
Atayde Two 
Hamid-Morton now are on 
Union. The flying 
Herbert Castle’s 
Ringling 
in his single 
Mexican acts with the Ringling-Barnum 
circus in recent years 

The Ward-Bell Flyers have 
low the line and into South 


past 


were next on 
with 


Circo 


were 
and 
acrobats 
International 
Senor Anton 
is but one of many 


Palacios, 
now on 
were on circus. 


trap act 


gone be 
America in 
years. 


3 First Day Covers FREE 


This is the drawing that appears on the 
Roland C. Butler Tent, CFA, Phoenix first 


doy cover in reduced form. Bandwagon 


devoted a page of its May-June issue to 
Commemorative covers and mentioned it 
as outstanding 

Circus fans and stamp collectors the 
world over have purchased these at a 
3 for $1.00 3 FREE 


with each Two Hemispheres litho (colored 


price of You get 


or black and white) 
x 10 


litho and you have a display to cherish 


Frame a cover with the huge 30 


and display for time to come 





SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 
This handsome lithograph hand 


painted by the artist plus F hig 


3 FREE first day covers. 





AND 
FIRST DAY COVERS 


The interior of the European style big top 
of the Circo Atayde Hermanos is shown in 
this 1947 photo taken in Mexican City. Burt 
Wilson Collection 


The Rosell high 
Polack for the second 
Columbia, South America, by the 
of Atayde for several 


All in all it will be an interesting trip 


wire act, now on 


year, come from 
way 


seasons 


Accommodations are good in most cities, 
dollar 
be a problem but you will get accustomed 
to it 


your goes a long ways, food may 


3 CIRCUS $499 


Money Back Guarantee 
The Roland C. Butler Tent, CFA, 


Phoenix considers itself indeed for- 
tunate to have had the benefits of 
the work of Robert Nidy and wishes 
\f for any 
reason you do not agree that this 


to share it with you 


treatment of the Two Hemispheres 
is something very special, return it 
and your money will be promptly 
refunded. 


Supply Limited 
Order Now! 


Forrest Morell 
511 E. Tucky Lane 
Phoenix, Arizona 85013 





The Cole Circus “Curse” 


and 
The Erie Lithograph Co. 


By P. M. McClintock 


always 
there 
legend 


and have 


together, 


Circuses 


gone 


surprises 
and nowhere is 
more of wonder, amazement and 
than in the lore of the big top. 
But even the show business has nothing 
else to match the curse that followed the 
Cole name, year 
country 
For 
struck over and over again as long as any 
show clung to the Cole name. Yet cling 
to the name one circus after another did 
and all 
posters. 
To understand 


after year, all over the 


more than a generation the curse 
because of Erie’s glamorous 


why one circus-owner 





after another braved the curse of Cole, 
one must understand what the magnificent 
paper meant to the big top, what 
Erie meant to the poster business. 
Although soaps, soups 


have displaced the 


and 
and cigarets 
main 
source of poster trade for the Erie Litho- 
graphing Co., the lake will always 
be known as “the Circus Poster City” to 


circus as the 
city 
showmen 


Veteran 
house 


litho 
their 
were turned out 
in a profusion of titles and designs to be 


craftsmen of the big 
retain a fond 
bills which 


memory of 


glorious old 


dead 


plastered on barns, fences and 
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walls” and hung in shop windows up and 
down and across the continent — and in 
and Mexico 

The ERIE imprint visible on 
nearly every sheet of Sparks, Sautelle, 
Walter L. Main, Jones Brothers, Sun 
Brothers, Hagenbeck-Wallace, John Rob- 
inson, Al. G. Barnes, Christy Brothers, 
Cole Brothers and many other fine 
brand names of the world 

Musicals, minstrels, companies, 
fairs, movie productions, touring dra- 
matic shows, and even baseball teams had 
their posters, brochures, handbills, route 
programs, tickets and letterheads 
designed by Erie artists and lithographed 
in the plant for distribution far and wide 

But the circus bills were the thing. 
looked forward to 
the new posters,” one old timer 
printer recalled. “You know, there never 
was a homely gal on a circus bill,” he 
added, as his wife joined in. “Yes,” she 
replied, “and all the men performers 
were regular Apollos. Funny how we 
settled for each other.” (Both were with 
Erie for many years, before retiring.) 

You get the impression that Erie offi- 
cials viewed the decline of circus business 
with something of relief. It was some job 
to turn out a lithograph mere 
photo and a showman's description of 
the projected feature 

It also required the utmost skill and 
co-operation from the sales, art, credit, 
layout and press division. But the services 
required after the run was completed 
would make a gas station operator swoon 

Circus posters were printed mostly in 
the off months but their delivery took 
place during the tent season and the 
posters had to be on time. Usually, the 
general agent of the show made up a list 
of the bills, to be divided into each day's 
requirements of wall and window work 
At the start of the season, the advertising 
car, which preceded the circus by exactly 
14 days. was loaded to the roof but as 
the paper was posted, drop shipments 
were ordered thus 

‘Express prepaid 6 days wall, 10 days 
window work to car No. | at Uniontown, 
Pa. There May 9—Confirm 

And so on—all through the season 

If a shipment went astray or was de- 
The dates were 
being pasted on the 


anada 
was 


old 
tented 
stock 


cards, 


Each winter. we 


line of 


from a 


layed, there was trouble 
especially important 
window bills each morning. by the “Main 

set” lithographers, before starting on 
their 

In early days, a lost shipment would 
be traced and forwarded, but failing to 
catch up with the billing car it would be 
ordered back to Erie, to be worked into 
another allotment. Later, all orphan ship- 
ments werg ordered ,back home, once 


daily routes 


Erie Litho came into the picture with the 
Martin J the title. This 1906 
color courier was done for Downs that year 


Downs use of 


by Erie and illustrations from this original 
booklet were rehashed by Erie for the next 


25 years. Pfening Collection 





they failed to make connections. 
Circuses must originated the 
phrase “Wire Wires 
exchanged with abandon in the 
posters, or 


have 
don't write.” were 
pursuit 
to increase orders 
when opposition fights became heated 

Back in those days of hot competition 
two shows would often feud, each trying 
to route itself into towns booked for the 
other, just ahead of the opposition 

In such cases, the 


of missing 


route list 
booked would be kept secret 


of towns 
if possible 
“Double allorders for Rider and Title 
bills until further notice 
wire. “Protect route list 
opposition with Wallace 


sas. 


a show might 
Close 


Kan- 


at all costs. 


Iowa and 


Ordinarily. route lists were freely pub. 
Bill 


conflicts 


lished in the showman’s magazine 


board, day and date 
avoided if possible. But all 


war 


and 


was fair in 


J. Augustus Jones used the title on his 15 
car show in 1916. This herald was done by 


Erie for the show that season. Pfening 


Collection 











REE TUL TWICE BAL S00 cB 


MLLE. DE ZIZt 
DEATH DEFYING RIDE FOR LIFE \f 


William 
who started 
the Cole title. Far from bringing him bad 
the W. W. Cole New 9 Shows allowed 


him to 


Cole 


with the original use of 


Washington was the man 


it all 


luck 
retire 
C. P. Fox 


extremely wealthy man 


Collection 

wrecks and 

forget the 

The show must go on.” But 

they had to 
what hap- 


Sometimes cloudbursts. 


floods could make a 
axiom that 


never the 


circus 
advertising men 
keep on schedule, no matter 
pened 
Some 
advance car 


ago the Walter L. Main 
arrived at Du Bois in a 
cloudburst that would have drowned out 
iny performance. Yet the billers carried 
on. Soaked and muslin banners 
until they looked like 
clowns; huge 24-sheets crumpled off brick 


years 


posters 
clung to them 
walls 
was drenched to the 


was 


as soon as posted, and every man 
skin. But all that 
ever the occasion was the 
weekly report to “Billboard,” that: “We 
decorated Du Bois, Pa. today, in brilliant 


walter 


made of 


colors.” 
During the battles of an 
competing for the 
1e towns relied largely on posters. This 
orders to the printing 
only broken the 

Layer after layer of the 
posters would be 
ately by the embattled 


opposition 


earlier day, shows 


m nt heavier 
houses, but heads to 
weary billers 
Opposing 


ered alter 


shows cov- 
crews. 
It was sheer 
Don't spare the pape 
licking they forget 
George Lux and the Lowe boys, J. R 
and Maurice 
with the 
had to be about all thing 
brother, territory 
even a banker. Getting 
part of their job with 


waste, but the orders were 


Give them 


won't 


were the circus specialists 
firm, they 
to all showmen 


lithographing and 


confidante scout 
and sometimes, 


orders was just a 
Erie 
Many 


their enthusiasm for the compelling pos- 


showmen went overboard in 


ter art and a bit of restraint in the way of 
to the well 


poster 


being of 
Now 


credit was essential 
both 


and 


contract 
defaulted 
weeks of 


parties to 
then 
A few 
would be the difference between 
d a defunct show. It 
of Erie to close a show 


show 
rain, for instance 
winner 
was the sad task 
when all means 
of keeping it moving were exhausted and 
the poster bill was satisfied by selling the 
show, piece-meal, or as a going concern 


to the highest bidder. Perhaps Diamond 
Billy, as William P. Hall, of Lancaster, 
Mo., was known to all showmen, would 
appear on the scene, bid in the trick and 
ship it to his circus farm, 
where circuses went when they died 

Pennsylvania shows were loyal to Erie 
for it was Erie that nursed them along in 
their formative days. The Sparks shows 
(Sparks Circus and later Downie Broth- 
ers) were owned and operated by former 
East Brady men for half a cen- 
tury. The Jones Warren, Pa., 
bought Erie paper for such titles as Jones 
Brothers & Wilson, Cooper Brothers, and 
that most intriguing of all 
Prairie Lillie and Nebraska 
West 

The Jones lads also got in on the cele- 
brated Cole Brothers title, sharing in the 
curse that sent many a good showman to 
his grave, and into bank- 
ruptcy 


celebrated 


nearly 
boys, of 


titles, 
Wild 


show 


Bill's 


many another 


This herald 
1922 two-car show 


Erie 


Elmer 
of the stock 


was used on the Jones 


it used some 
shelves 


cuts on the Pfening Collection 


cemng, voUe way ware 14H 


uncime RECORD OF 
PREMOMMENAL SUCCESS. 
feruywwt ne 


URED SHows 






































Elmer H. Jones used the Cole title on his 


1919. This bill stand was used 
Nebraska 


ar show in 


in Culbertson that year. Pfening 


Collection 


Not the least amazing part of the story 
is that the curse should have followed the 
name at all. For W. W. Cole, the 
original man to use the title, was 
highly and retired in the "80's 
when 


Cole 
show 
successful 
its zenith 
Cole didn’t get 
started until the winter of 1905-1906 
when Martin Downs rolled into Erie with 
his Sells and Downs Circus, whose winter 
Harbor Creek. Downs 
some reason to sack the old 


his star was at 


The second dynasty 


quarters were at 
decided for 
and try to 
reputation 

He hoped it would bring him luck and 
Both kinds, but in the 


come, bad 


name cash in on the Cole 


it did final out 


For several seasons the show went 


forth in the spring increased in size, with 
splendid features, a fine parade and a top 
notch free act. It 
billed shows on the 
size—a fact all 


were special bills advertising the parade 


was one of the best 


road, regardless of 


rivals conceded. There 


When Adkins and 
1935 they 


poper 


Terrell revived the Cole 


title in used a few sheets of old 


Cole from Erie, but had much new 


inother pictured the winter quarters with 
still another for the circus train 


BOOM AND BUST 


Mlle 
her bicycle loop-the-loop act 
Death's Awful Arch 
it. Now bike acts 
had 


The free act D'Zizi and 
Spanning 
the posters had 
thing—all 
inside the 
helped sell 
ten-strike in 


featured 


were the 


shows such thrillers, but 


nd they say they 
Downs made a 
chiller 


Rain or 


cycle 
outside as 
Shine.” 
bringing the 


prestige by giving thi 


a free act twice daily 
It fulfilled its 


natives to the lot 


mission by 
in droves 
It wasn't 
Mile. D'Zizi man, though 
customers noted “her” big feet 
Franklin, Oil City, Warren and Corry 


that 
some 


discovered for years 


was 


fed the maws of the Cole outfit to capa 


city in the early spring shakedown swing 
through the tri-state Prosperity 
into a 


territory 
as the show 
Then 
was plagued with ill luck 
1909. One of the 
prize parade teams ran away and tore the 
porch off a 
injured 


emed ired grew 


contender adversity set in 
The show 


during the season of 


mansion, the horses 


A performer 


being 


badly washing her 


designed by that firm. This bill stand 


paper used in 1936. P. M. McClin 


paper 
shows Erie 


tock Photo 


beautiful blond hair in was 
ignited by the static electricity in her 
locks, and died in agony 

Just before the se 
Harbor Creek 
workmen on 
and 

The show 
the winter 
behind 

All circus 
Downs 


gasoline, 


son was to close, the 
quarters burned 
roofing job let tar 


catch fire 


winter 
when 
boil over 
Corry tor 


bad luck 


continued on to 
But it didn't leave 
and 
the stables 


men are horse lovers. 


made daily tours of 


One winter day early in 1910 as he stood 
Arabian, the 
striking 


days, he 


behind temperamental 
with its 


bdomen. In a few 


lashed out heels 
in the 
was dead 


But he had 
sraphing Co 


horse 


him 


ordered and Erie Litho 
had already printed a 
bumper supply of posters under the Cole 
name. After the show’s property had been 
the Erie firm offered the paper at 

cut price. And with the fine engraving all 


ready, be lithographed 


sold 


more could alway 
at bargain rate 


Circus men, superstitious always, were 
now convinced that the Cole show 
Jonah—jinxed, to later events 
grand old bills 


ilive for 


was a 
you—and 
bore them out. But 
at Erie kept the 
years. 

WERE POSTERS A 

One showman after 

forego the pleasure of 


those 
name many 
JINX? 
inother decided to 
eeing his name 
and picture on the posters in order to buy 
that paper. And 
inother died, or 


cut-rate Cole one after 

lived to regret it 

Coul- 

Jones and his brother 
Warren, Pa.; the Kings 

Zack Terrell, and the Chicago 


organization found the 


In long line of succession W. H 
ter; J. Augustus 
Elmer of 
Adkins 
Stadium 


Jess 


Cole 
title a hoodoo. 

J. A. Jones was killed by a horse, much 
in the manner as Downs; Mr 
Coulter failed. The Kings could not lick 
the big depression and 
left it 
Adkins 


guls of 


same 


walked away and 
on the lot down in Tennessee. Mr 
liked show mo: 


ire popular with the 


one of the best 
ill time (few 
folks) 
died of a heart att 
fighting to keep the thing moving 
after fire at the Rochester, Ind 
quarters, did $250,000 damage 


Mr. Terrell 
financially 


show and 


prominent Rotarian 


on the show train 


after 


winter 


got well 
help of the war time 
amusements. But his health 
and he sold out to the Chicago 


who took over, 
with the 
boom of 
failed 
firm which cut the show down and even 
tually retired 
from the start. Mr 
ifterwards, of 
Were the 
tents 
unfold! 


losing proposition 
Terrell died not 
attack 

responsible? If the 
ta what 


long 
heart 
posters 


could 


tales they could 





History of the Cole Bros. 
Circus 1935-40 


Part Ill, The 1937 Season, Continued. 


by Joseph 


Michigan and 


July 


The show left entered 
Illinois at 


the first 


Joliet on 15 where it was 

play there in 
At Elgin the next day there 
making it 


Cole was in 


major circus to 
several years 
was a late arrival necessary to 
Rockford 
Ringling-Barnum 
August 9. A 


was acquired in a last 


cancel the parade 
a month ahead of 


which was scheduled for 


new lot minute 
switch from the Driving Park when show 
that a dirt 


perilous in case of rain 


road 
The 
route in 


officials decided narrow 
would be 
new lot caused the 


Rockford to be a 


lowa 


parade 
long one 

July 19 at Daven 
port and the show now experienced the 
first heat 
Cedar Rapids the parade was called off 


was entered 


real wave of the season. At 


because of the long distance from the 
lot to the Waterloo on 
the 21st gave Cole good business despite 


business section 
from Ringling-Barnum sched 
August 17. This 
with the Big 
late in the season 


opposition 
was the last 
One until 


uled for 


opposition date 


T. Bradbury 


The show's stand at Sioux City on July 
24 was one to remember due to the blow 
down caused by high winds. The Aug 
1937 Billboard told the events of the day 
and subsequent 
COLE IN 
Strikes at 
ported 
hands. 

“Omaha The Cole Bros. Cir 
cus was in a blowdown at night at Sioux 
City, la. July 24, Doors opened for the 
night show there capacity 
house present 


follows 
Storm 


loss re 


happenings as 
BLOWDOWN 
City. Property 

loyalty 


Sioux 


negligible shown by all 


July 31 


and was a 


without incident 
ind on time and was well into the middle 


Performance started 
when things started to get a little breezy 
and a slight rain began to fall 

instance management 


outside 
At this 
unusual 


showed 
audience in 
manner, 


judgment, warned 
unhurried making 
sure that everyone not connected with the 


show 


an orderly 


was on the outside 
started. Blues on both ends 
planked down, chairs had been 


Packing up 
had been 
knocked 


Photo No. 1—Cole Bros. opening canvas 
stand, May 3, 1937, Rochester, Ind. showing 
huge new big top, 170 ft. round with three 
60's in air for the first time. Photo by Marion 


Lewis 


when a 
broadside 


down, and wagons started in 
wind hit the 


and in less than 30 seconds the tent, was 
in shambles. Never before in the writer's 


(Stanley F. Dawson) 
seen paraphernalia in such an ap 
In less than 30 
had 
about 45 seconds) the de 


twisting canvas 


experience has he 


ever 
parently complete wreck 


seconds after the wind subsided (it 


only lasted 


partment heads were relaying orders to 


untangle the wreckage 

Every man and woman connected 
was back on the lot and in 
than 30 minutes, although 


many of the executive staff 


with the show 
iction in less 
and perform 
and to the 
was 


ers had 
The 


gone to town cars. 
passed that 
there without being 
called their bit 


This takes in the entire personnel 


minute the word 
was difficulty, they 
upon, were there to do 
There 
uttendance 

was off the lot by 1 
made the next stand, Omaha, 
sailmakers with palm and 
needle as soon as canvas was spread. The 
loss was negligible but the out 
shown by 
inadequate to de 


vas a fine matinee 


Everything am 
ind show 
with busy 
property 
standing thing was the loyalty 
all hands. Words are 
scribe conditions under foot 
There was a hot free meal and plenty 
the res 
there 
appre 
from the 
and all for 


of refreshments for 
taurant cars. The 
was a beautifully 
and 


everyone at 
following day 
worded note of 
commendations 
thanking one 
shown 


Neb 


ciation 
management 
the loyalty 

Lincoln July 31 


Straw houses 


up and including here is Cole Bros. rec- 


ord in Nebraska. This partly recompenses 
the blowdown which tore the big top in 
Sioux City. Luckily only one person, a 
workingman, was hurt 

Adkins, manager, estimated there 


colored 


Jess 


Photo No, 2 — Cole Bros. first section arriv- 
ing in Kokomo, Ind., May 5, 1937, The six 
Warren built flat cars shown here had not as 
Photo by 


yet been lettered for the season 


George Piercy 





were more than 100 of the circus crew 
under the top when a heavy gust of wind 
capsized the tent into the reserved seats. 
A cloud-burst hit at the same time, which 
ripped tent and twisted rig 
ging a mass of mud-soaked debris to 
handle. Circus officials said it was the 
fastest recovery and load-out under such 
conditions they ever saw. 

“Circus arrived in Omaha late and had 
a long haul. Twenty sailmakers from 
Baker-Lockwood were on hand and did 
a fast job of patchwork, but the top did 
not go up in time for a matinee. Night 
was a sellout. Adkins says two of 


made the 


show 


the centerpieces which were badly ripped 


may have to be replaced, although they're 
now being used 

Show got in here, Lincoln 
lively late, which held the parade sched 
uled for 11 back until 12:30 p.m 
show went on as_ scheduled 
Strawed in the again at 
night. R. B. Dean, press agent here, got 
much other 


compara 


a.m 
but the 
afternoon and 
twice as publicity as any 


wrung out of the news. 


press agent ever 
papers here 

The final Nebraska stand 
at Falls City, 
cities on the Cole 1937 route which didn't 
see a big railroad show very often. After 
a stand at St. Joseph, Mo. the show began 
moving rapidly west through Kansas. At 


was July 2 


one of several smaller 


Pico omen. 


the state fair 
that a 
length 


Hutchinson the lot was at 


grounds and the layout was such 


wide cement walk ran the entire 


of the midway from the ticket wagons to 
Unloading was right on 
praised 


Hutchin 


the front door 


the lot and Cole's management 
the outstanding cooperation of 
son officials and police 

During the summer 
there 


livestock 


and fall of 1937 
outbreaks of 
disease in 


were several serious 
mouth 
various parts of the country 
murder to circus routing as nearly always 
areas are put under strict 
Fortunately the Cole 
affected but an outbreak of 
Dakotas in July and 
August caused both Ringling - Barnum 
and Al G. Barnes - Sells-Floto to make 
changes to avoid the area 
Following the Hutchinson stand 
made a long 504 mile Sunday run 
the Santa Fe to Denver for a two day 
Aug. 2, 3. in the city that had 
highly western 


hoof and 


These are 


the affected 
quarantine 
was not 
anthrax in the 


show 


route 
Cole 


over 


stand 
launched the successful 
1936. The show did not arrive in 
Denver until 1:30 a.m. Aug. 2 but un 
loading took place right and by 
2 a.m. the first was 

the cookhouse. The trains 
over the Santa Fe but 
the Burlington which moved them along 
side the 


tour in 


away 
underway in 
had 
switched to 


meal 
arrived 
were 


circus grounds. 


Photo No. 3—The long 8 pole menageri 
tent used by Cole Bros. in 1937. Photo by 
Jack Harris 
two 


stand 


Denver came through again with 
good days’ business and after the 
the show began following essentially the 
same route toward the Pacific Northwest 
and then Pacific Coast to 
Southern California that it had in 1936 
For the.next few weeks the show played 
a great many repeat stands and although 
the parade did not have the newness of 
appeal that it had the year before it was 
still a great drawing card and in all places 
towners packed the parade route and the 
show gathered in a wealth of publicity 
Moving through Colorado and Utah sev- 
eral stands played had seen the Al G 
Sells-Floto Circus earlier in the 
season and of course many of the Pacific 
stands Barnes’ annuals. 
Pueblo, Colo. the show had a short 
from the runs but a long parade 
route. Next came a long 241 mile run 
(typo error in official route printed last 
issue) through Royal Gorge to Glenwood 
Springs for a night only performance 
The first section arrived at 3 p.m. fol- 
lowed by the second at 3:30. Lot was 
a railroad one just across the Colorado 
River from the business section of town 

Although the official route lists no 
stand for August 7, the Billboard (also 
the financial data ledger) says the show 
played Grand Junction, Colo. where the 
original lot was found to be too small 
and had to be changed, when the 24 hr 
Finding of 
lots of ample size to accommodate the 


down the 


Barnes 


Coast were 


haul 


man arrived on the scene 
big 40 car railer was a problem at many 
stands in 1937 

Another long Sunday run, this time 
over the Denver and Rio Grande, brought 
the show to Salt Lake City for a stand 
August 9. The show was now in its 15th 
week under canvas and the Billboard, in 
commenting on the show's tour, said that 
Cole had started moving westward with 
a vengeance. with two towns in Utah, 
four in Idaho, one stop in Oregon, and 
then into Washington. Fortunately the 
Union Pacific was giving top service on 
the long runs, getting the two sections in 
town ahead of what the manage 
ment had expected 

In order to get to 


even 


time for 
two shows and a parade, an afternoon 
billed at Twin Falls, Id. on 
The show was now on dusty 
the sprinkling 
trucks profusely on the lot and at times 
even the performance halted while 
the sprinkling trucks were brought in to 
wet down the track 

The Billboard also made comment that 
the 1937 had been good for 
blessed events” in the show's menagerie 
Nellie. a big gave birth to 5 


lioness, 
lions in August, which was the 


Boise in 
only was 
August 13 
they used 


lots in which 


was 


season 


young 


Photo No. 4—Cole Bros. big top in fore- 
ground, menagerie on left, taken from back 
lot. Season of 1937. Photo by Jack Harris 





second litter of lions born this year. A 
baby antelope arrived recently as did a 
Rhesus monkey 
camel was 
Shetland 

Cole 


Two months 
born and 


go a baby 
nine weeks ago 
pony 

Bros prided itself as al- 
ready having the most brilliantly lighted 
tent ever 


which 


erected, went a step further in 
preparing for the big city and hopefully 
lush money stands on the Pacific Coast 
by installing 24 globes with 
1000 watt bulbs around the hippodrome 
track. Cole's inside and outside lighting 


was the talk of the circus world through 


large ball 


out the season 

The show entered Washington at Walla 
Walla, Aug. 18 and according to the 
Billboard did well at the nine stands in 
the state. At Colfax the only lot available 
was a ball park which was way too small, 
making it necessary to corral the men- 
agerie and other tents overflowed into 
surrounding ground along the streets, but 
despite two 
and parade were made on time. Spokane, 
as Was expected, 


was 


these handicaps the shows 
good business 
only a block haul at 
Wenatchee but the parade was cancelled 
attitude by city 
officials, but the crowds still came to the 
Everett 
another small lot with the show scattered 
over several blocks but a haul of only 
two blocks helped matters. The two day 
stand at Seattle, Aug. 21, 22, 
the best in some time and the city turned 
out big for the show. The run from 
Seattle to Tacoma was only 40 miles so 
the trains arrived early using the Union 
Pacific grounds in the heart of the city 
with unloading taking place right on the 
lot. The notorious as a 
dusty a hard all-night 
rain the night before did wonders. A new 
went into the performance at 
featuring Pete, and Mike 
which went over with the 


gave 
There two 


because of an adverse 


two performances. At there was 


was one of 


Tacoma lot is 
and dirty one but 


wire act 
Tacoma Leo, 
Gasca greatly 
audience 
During the 


Bros 


Washington stands Cole 
with a which 


was later to prove fateful to circus busi 


was faced situation 


Photo No. 
top in back. Note midway light standards on 
Calif, Sept, 19, 1937 


5 — Marquee with menageri 


right. Los Angeles, 
Photo by Ken D. Hull 


Ken Maynard shown in the backyard dur- 
ing the 1937 season. Don Smith Photo 


1938. A few 
American 


weeks earlier The 
Actors had 


ness in 
Federation of 
signed a shop agreement with 
Ringling - Barnum for 1938 (included 
everyone, performers and workmen alike) 
and following their success with the Big 
One, Ralph Whitehead 
tary of AFA, 


the second largest and sent an organizer 


closed 


executive secre 


began efforts to unionize 
in an attempt to sign up Cole Bros. The 
initial try met with failure and Whitehead 
told the Billboard that his union organ 
izer to Cole Bros. roughed up" 


in Everett and said he 


had been 
Seattle and was 
along Cole's 
picket and 
Such tactics did 


necessary as the 


asking all organized labor 
future route to 
trouble for the 
not become 
union came to 


head announcing a 


mass cause 
show 
show and 
with White 


that Cole 


terms 
later 


soon 


week 


Bros. hav ed a closed shop contract 
for 1938 with AFA, with a minimum 
$40.00 a month plus board, 
and lodging. Whitehead 


wage of 
ansportation, 
himself 
Magely 

It might be pointed out that all 
1937 throughout the land there 
labor unrest and in many 
industries there were strikes, sit-downs, 
and lockouts. With a sympathetic admin 
Washington, D.C. organized 
labor was feeling its oats again after the 
long depression years and the appearance 
essive and often militant 


signed the 


greement after Guy 
the first organizer, had failed 


during 
was a 


great deal of 


istration in 


of the new a 
CIO and the 
tween it and the older AFL caused much 
of the trouble. Violence was not 
uncommon oftentimes organizers 
into unwelcomed locales lived dan- 


jurisdictional disputes be- 


labor 
and 
sent 
gerously. Time magazine ran a 
photo showing Walter Reuther and a fel 
they 
and feathered on one 
tour. The 
moving into many 


ASSIC 


low organizer after had been tarred 
unsuccessful or- 
two 


heretofore 


unions were 
non-union 
fields and it inevitable that their 
zealous organizers should find their way 
into the circus 

Aberdeen, Wash. on Aug. 24, accord- 
ing to reports, saw its first circus parade 
generation. Sometimes the 
press boys were a little over 
reporting the dates of the last 
parades in town before Cole arrived on 
True, in a few 


ganizational 


was 


in almost a 
anxious in 
street 
the scene locales there 


one for many years but 
Barnes show had paraded 
large and small 


all through 


had not been 
the old Al G 
in most of the towns: 
in this part of the 
the early 20's 
Longview was the last of the Washing- 


country 


ton stands with the lot in the center of 
the business section paved side- 
walk all around. The parade setting was 
beautiful with the march winding around 
a park 
Oregon 


and a 


next with an opening 
Portland, scene of tre- 
1936. Again the 
town came through with good business 
and during the engagement Noyelles 


came 
two-day stand at 


mendous business in 


Photo No. 6 — Huge double deck side show 
bannerline, at the opening stand, Rochester, 


Indiana, Don Howland Photo 





Burkhart 
had an 
elderly 


superintendent of front door, 
interesting experience when an 
man with a twinkle in his eye 
presented for admission a hard yellow 
ticket of W. W. Cole’s Circus dated 1878 
Burkhart passed him and kept the ticket 
as a souvenir. Harold Barnes, featured 
wire walker who had been away from the 
show for ten weeks with a broken shoul- 
der, returned at Portland 

There was a short run to Salem, Ore- 
gon, and unloading began at 5 a.m. and 
those up then noticed a little frost glisten- 
ing in the bright sunlight. Weather gen 
had been great all through the 
Pacific Northwest but no now ob 
jected to the show heading south 

Eugene, the next to last of the Oregon 
Aug. 29 was a matinee only 
date and the next day the show played 
Klamath Falls then made a 211 mile run 
to the first California stand, a night only 
date at Red Bluff. A couple of hundred 
mile plus jumps took the show rapidly 
down the California heartland to the big 
stand in San Francisco 


erally 
one 


stands, on 


three-day 


Photo No. 7 — Cole Bros. red ticket wagon, 
Emporia, July 30, 1937. Wagon was 
formerly on Christy Bros. Joe Fleming Col- 


Kan. 


lection 


the 
the 
stands 
gen- 


claimed in 
well on 


The show continually 
Billboard that it was doing 
West Coast and at the repeat 
business had been good. This 
erally but the long rail were 
expensive and the number of show 
only stands such as Eugene and Red Bluff 
made it rough trying to get the nut plus 
some for the 40 car railroad show. Floyd 
King was quoted in the trade publications 
at the time saying that business on the 
whole on the West Coast was about 25% 
better with some towns 50% better than 
in 1936. But despite the claims of good 
business still the was not drawing 
on the average as it had done earlier in 
the season and although ominous eco- 
nomic winds were blowing none of the 
Cole management, nor those of other 

es for that matter, could correctly 
them and confidently predicted 
good times now enjoyed by cir- 


was 
true runs 


one 


show 


Yas 14 


Other shows con- 
business _ Barnes: 
their Nebrask siuess 
good and Hagenbeck-Wallace 
strawed them in Chattanooga 

The August 27, 1937 Billboard dropped 
a real blockbuster of circus news by 
announcing that Messrs. Adkins and Ter- 
rell would expand for 1938 and have 
second railroad circus on the road, how- 
name of the new show would 
not be given until later. The Billboard 
commented that this was great news and 
it would be a wonderful thing to have 
rail show and said it was a sure 


cuses would continue 
tinued to 
Sells-Floto 
was very 


good 


claim 


said 


ever, the 


another 
sign that the depression was really over 
A new lot used in San Francisco 
where was encountered 
and the following two-day stand, Sept 
6, 7, at Oakland was truly great. As the 
6th was Labor Day and the AFL and 
CIO were putting on parades that day 
Cole did not parade until the next day 
The two performances on Labor Day 
saw a straw house and a turnaway 
Following Oakland was a series of one- 


was 


good business 


moved southward 
through the beautiful San Joaquin Valley 
Fresno 

but 
covered 
run 


day stands as the show 


had a new lot, sandy, and way 


out the six mile parade route was 
in one and a half hours. A long 
into Oxnard 
late arrival and cancellation of 
parade. There long parade 
in Glendale with march 
two hours 

The show was now ready for the high 
light stand on the West Coast, the big 
six-day 


over the mountains 
caused a 
the 
route 


out 


was a 
the being 


over 


engagement in Los 
looked 


personnel 


Angeles, 
the entire 
The stand began Sunday, Sept 
19, with a straw matinee and capacity at 
night. The parade was given on Monday 
which saw fair matinee but packed 
night. Publicity very good 
in Los Angeles as newspapers gave much 
space and newsreel cameramen 
over the lot. Hollywood visited in 
droves during the engagement. Ken May 
nard entertained many of his fellow 
movie stars and during the stand 
his wild west concert succeeded in hold 
ing the major part of the audiences 


eagerly forward to by 


again at was 


were all 


stars 


daily 


The two days in Hollywood came next 
and then the show began one dayers 
again starting Sept. 27 at Santa Monica 
In Pasadena the lot was opposite the 
Rose Bowl. Last year the parade in Pasa- 
dena was not permitted to traverse the 
main street but this year the city fathers 
permitted (for first time in memory of 
oldest seti{lers) the parade to go down 
the main stem in the Rose City. San 
Bernadino, which was passed up last 
year, followed Pasadena and the show 
gave the first parade there in 15 years 

Cole went on to the tip end of the 
state with a two-day engagement in San 
Diego, Oct was on a 
beautiful lot overlooking the city. The 
show's Billboard correspondent said that 
San Diego was always a wonderful show 
town and this year did not disappoint 
Next the show began the long runs east 
ward for the final weeks of the season 
and after a stand at El Centro left Cali- 
fornia for a 244 mile run to Phoenix 

In the Oct. 9 Billboard Jess Adkins, 
himself, reported on the show's 


2, 3, where it 


Cole 


Photo No 
shown here at Rochester Quarters in Spring of 
1937 is fine example of excellent condition 
and appearance of Cole Bros. baggage 
wagons that season. Photo by Gordon Potter 


8— Baggage Wagon No. 76 


West 
cessful 

northern 
fected by 


Coast tour 
Adkins 


coast 


terming it highly 
that 


was 


suc 
said business in the 
somewhat af- 
strikes and difficulties between 
rival labor organizations, but every major 
city showed an increase in business over 
1936. The head man that Los An 
geles business on the Hill and Washing: 
ton streets lot was approximately 15% 
better while Hollywood showed an in 
crease of 30% on Fairfax and Wilshire 
lot. Lou Delmore added his plaudits by 
saying sideshow better in 
the than a year ago 

Phoenix, played by Cole on Oct. 5, 
was to have Al G. Barnes-Sells-Floto in 
on Oct. 28 for that show's closing stand 
of the season. At Phoenix Jimmy Rey- 
nolds, Red Ball, Tip O'Neill left 
with 3 elephants to play several weeks 
with Frank Wirth’s Winter Circus. (Note 


states 


said 


business was 


area 


and 





such events as this often are not known 
and no doubt account for different counts 
of number of elephants in the herd from 
one stand to another.) 

Tucson, played Oct. 6, was also an 
opposition stand with Barnes-Sells-Floto 
with that show billed for Oct. 27. There 
was a affair at Tucson when 
Father came in from the desert 
mission bringing 30 Yaquiri Indians with 
him. None of the Indians had ever seen 
a circus before, let alone an elephant or 
animal. The 
management gave them a royal welcome 

Douglas on Oct 
Arizona which had 
pretty remarkably 
good railroad runs on the long jumps by 
the Southern Pacific 

The next day the show entered 
at El Paso 
the season with opposition from Barnes 
Sells-Floto, that show scheduled for Oct 
25 

Rather 
Texas and Pacific route 
part of the state which was lined with a 
show towns, Cole 
elected to go down the southernly T & 
N. O. route (So. Pac.) through the deso 
late Big country for a couple of 
rather stands, neces 
Marfa 


show 


colorful 
Regis 


any other jungle show's 
was the last of the 
stands, all of seen 


good business and 


Texas 
which was the final stand of 


than following the customary 


across the central 
sized 


series of good 


Bend 
small matinee only 
runs. At 

going on, the 


sitating long railroad 
with the 
had a 


only 


local fair 
packed house for the afternoon 
performance. Although the 
was much too ordinarily 
they 
came in from everywhere to see it. The 
official route book put out by 
Marfa as 


wooley as 


town 
small to be 
visited by a 40 car railroad show 
the show 
about as wild and 
they Next came an 
other long 197 mile run to Del Rio and 


another 


termed 


come 


good day at the afternoon only 
While at Del Rio many of 
personnel went across the 
short Mexican visit 

Next came a 169 mile run to San 
Antonio for performances and 
a parade. San Antonio, played on Oct. 11 
had been visited by Ringling-Barnum on 
Oct. 2. The Corpus 
Christi the show had two packed houses 
for one of the best of the 
Houston on Oct. 14 had also seen Ring 
ling-Barnum on Oct. 4 and 5, but Cole 
Houston's wonderful 
despite following so closely the Big Show 
Matinee was capacity 
strawed them at night. Known as one of 
the poorest show towns in the 
Galveston gave Cole Bros 
on the 1Sth 

A historic stand ca 
Creek 
show 


performance 
the show's 


river for a 


two big 


following day at 


Texas stands 


termed business 


near and show 
State, 


good crowds 


ne Oct 
Cole was the first large railroad 
to play 
it was the first parade in 20 years 
railroad lot with a 
short haul which became muddy 
during the matinee 
Despite the bad 
extremely 
book’s comments on 


16 at Goose 


years and 
Show 
very 
from a 


there in many 


played on 
downpour coming 
and night performances 
weather business 
The official route 


was good 


Creek stand, the town with 
the “metropolitan name” was in keeping 
with the good humor of the day as 
follows 

They kidded Floyd King and wanted 
to know where he dug this one up. But 
at 10 p.m. the general agent had the last 
and best laugh. This is an oil town only 
a few years old with thirty thousand peo: 
ple within a radius. In the 
past circuses 


the Goose 


mile 
three 


three 
only two or ever 
made this one. Biggest event in the town’s 
history. Everything okay.’ 

Following Goose Creek the show en 
tered Louisiana at Crowley on Oct. 17 
f then into 


stands and went 


Arkansas for four more 


or three 


Extremely close and formidable oppo 
provided by the Tom Mix 
Little Rock with Mix playing 
Oct. 18 and Cole on the 21 Mix was 
physically the gest of the motorized 
taken 
Sunday in 
to be staked in 
sea of mud and had only fair business 


sition was 


Circus 


shows and one that could not be 
htly. Mix 
downpour and tents had 


rrived on 


under the circumstances. Cole had good 


weather and was well patronized 
Arkansas stands saw cold 
weather but it moderated at Cape Girar 
deau, Mo. on Oct. 25. The 
now just about over with the next to la 
stand coming the following day at Cairo, 
Ill. The final stand was at Paducah, Ky 
on Wednesd Oct 


Several 


season was 


27 bringing to 


Photo No. 10—Elephants followed by 
steam calliope bring up the rear of Cole Bros. 
street parade in Galveston, Texas, Oct. 15, 
1937, Photo by W, H. B. Jones 

close the glorious 1937 season which will 
never be forgotton by those who saw the 
show that ye The band played “Auld 
Lang Syne” at the closing evening per 
formance after which the show tore down 
and loaded up for the final run to 
Rochester quarters 
The Billboard in commenting on the 
that the 
from the 


fin week of the said 


show had 


season 


received good runs 


zood business at the ticket 
Ken May 
signed again for 1938 and 
enlarged Wild West 
Bros. Following the 
Maynard left 
1 to complete his pic 
Grand National Films 
Ken called for 6 more 
8 called for 
in his contract being completed prior to 
start of the 1937 Maynard 
he was selling most of his circus property 
he had 
wild 


railroads and 
wagons. It 

nard had bee 
would 


reported that 


present an 


Concert with Cole 


lose at Paducah immedi 
tely for Californ 
ture contract for 
Winter work for 
movies, two of the total of 
season said 
accumulated for his 
1936 and the 
issue of Billboard carried his for sale ad 


proposed 


west show in same 


Photo No. 9 — Cole Bros. elephant cars on 
siding at Galveston, Texas, Oct. 15, 1937 
Photo by W. H. B. Jones 


—T 





Photo No. 11 —Cole Bros. Cage No. 18 
with hitch preparing for street parade was 
cne of the ten former 12 ft. Christy Bros. 
cages carried in 1937. Photo by J. H. Havir- 
land 


for stock 
ment 

As was customary 
of the 
some for 


cars and other circus equip 


in those days many 


organized circus fans travelled 
considerable distance, to be on 
the Cole lot for the final stand at Pa 
Little did realize they 
witnessing that never to 


lifetime, nor 


ducah they were 


something day 
in their 
There would be other 
Bros. but the show would 
would parade again but the march would 
For 


be seen again ever 


seasons for Cole 


be smaller. It 


magnificent 
show had 
those who 
have 
will 


not be as long nor one 


season the reached to 
and 


have 


shining 


great heights were priv 


ileged to seen it never for 


and to this day suill declare 


anything quite like 


gotten it 


there has never been 
it thereafter 

The had been a good 
had made money. Emmett Kelly 


cartoon which was printed in Billboard 


season one. It 


drew a 


showing the teardown activities after the 
final performance in Paducah. Watching 
loading out of the show for the 
were Messrs. Adkins and Terrell 
who were Nice season, Jess, 
Well Zack That about 
summed up the sentiments of the owners 
had been 
quarters while the 
road. A_ large 


the last 
season 
saying 
satisfied, 
Considerable improvements 
Rochester 
been on the 


-_ 


made at 


show had 


= 
rs. 5 


hed been started 
was 10\V completed 
and a crew of 20 men had 
three ny, 150x300 ft 
building which was located some distance 
off to the right of the nfain group of 
brick buildings on opposic side from 
the rail sidings. The new structure was 
put into use to house the electrical, 
and truck, and seat departments 
floor with the wardrobe 
occupying the upper floor 
The new build 
ing greatly alleviated the cramped condi- 
Other im- 
erection of in 


frame building, which 
earlier in the 


Jack Bigger 


erected the 


year 


Ir tor 
on the 
department 
and the sail loft above it 


lower 


tions existing at the quarters 
provements included the 
door and outdoor corrals for hay eating 
inimals 

In December the three elephants that 
had been with Frank Wirth'’s Winter 
returned to Also in 


delivery on a 


Circus quarters 
December the took 
all steel cage equipped with pneu 
matic tires from the Springfield (Mo.) 
Wagon Co. (details in next installment) 
It was reported that more wagons would 

Cole by the firm, 
was the only vehicle 
Springfield had other 
orders for other shows during the 
1937-38 which 
and cages for 


show 


new 


be constructed for 
however the cage 
ever delivered 
large 
winter of consisted of 
eight wagons Hagenbeck- 
Wallace 


for the new 


and a complete set of wagons 
Tim McCoy Wild West Show 
1938 
that 


were now in the barn 


being framed to tour in 
All of the 
road in 1937 


had hit the 
Most 


of them reported good business, the best 


circuses 


in years. The season had 
been the best since the beginning of the 
depression in 1930. Big circus news was 
breaking almost’ weekly. Perhaps 
the biggest was that the Ringling family 
regained control of their 
by final payment of all notes held agajnst 
them and by purchase of the 10% inter- 


Allied Owners Corp, Allied’s 


a a | 


undoubtedly 


now 


had two shows 


est of the 


Photo No. 12 — The train light dept. wagon 
shown here at Rochester Quarters in 1937 
was built out of one of the six cross cages 
Cole carried in 1935. Pfening Collection 
man. Sam Gumpertz, who had managed 
the show for several years resigned 
were still buzzing about the 

Adkins and Terrell were to 
put out in 1938 but no 
from these gentlemen until after 
the New Year. Not even the title was 
announced. One Billboard columnist told 
his readers that the title of the new show 
would be Sun Bros. Circus but he wasn't 
After the holidays 
Terrell 

their 
be continued 


Rumors 
No. 2 show 
details were to 


come 


Messers 
work 


even close 
Adkins 
In earnest on 

(To 


Start to 
1938 


issue. ) 


and would 
plans for 


next 


SUPPLEMENT 
dine recently 
ley a bit of 


Member Bob Brisen 
from Arnold Ma 
interesting correspondence 
between Jess Adkins and Equestrian Di 
rector H. J. McFarland concerning the 
performance of the show during 
the opening Chicago engagement in 1935 
loaned the document 
which is reproduced here 


received 


Cole 


Bob has generously 


Tuesday Matinee 
Mr. McFarland 
Your performance 
is follows 
Spec 
Comedy 


April 23, 1935 


this afternoon ran 


12 


minutes 


acrobats 
Ring curb dogs 
Allen King 
Jockey riding act 
Ladders and 
Clyde Beatty 
Two seals acts 6 
Cyce O'Dell 6 
Riding acts 

Wild West 

Elephants 

Skating girls 

Clown band 

Wire acts 

Clown 
Liberty 
Florescue 
Acrobatic 
Menage act 
Crazy 
Flying 
Jumps & races 


Animals 


aerial 6 
animals 14 


cannon 
horses 


Teeth 


number 


acts 


Races 


Photo No. 13—Cole Bros. giant canvas 
layout in 1937 cramped the Hill and Wash- 
ington streets in Los Angeles, Calif. As was 
often the case on small lots only 7 center 
poles could be used in the menagerie top 
Chang Reynolds Collection 





Florescue High perch 6 s With above changes the program will and Terrell No. 2 show, Robbins Bros 


—— ees be brought down to a littlke under two which was on the road in 1938 as well 
2 hours and 40 minutes hours and thirty m! ites, which is neces- as Cole Bros. We have plenty of Rob- 
(Note: no No. 24 act was listed.) sary in the Colistuin bins Bros, photographs available for 
Suggest following changes Have clown cannon act come closer illustration for the early part of the 
Speed up people in spec to 11 minutes to center of arena, especially putting season but are in great need for photo 
Seal acts cut | minute small cannon on middle ring curb, in- graphs taken in the late summer and 
Cyce O'Dell cut 2 minutes stead of on the end fall after Cole Bros. had closed and 
Wild West cut | minute Change music on flying acts. “Flying sent six cars of equipment to supplement 
Skating girls cut | minute trapeze” overdone Robbins Bros. Anyone who has photos 
Liberty horses cut | minute of Robbins Bros. after this enlargement 
Acrobatic act cut 2 minutes took place and would be willing to loan 
Flying acts cut | minute JESS ADKINS them for illustration of the article is 
Jumps and races cut | minute Special Author's note: It is my plan invited to contact me about what you 
Florescue perch cut | minute to fully cover all phases of the Adkins have 


This document is an exact copy of official original documents not the show paraded is indicated. Although as yet we do not know 
from the show's winter quarters files and was made by the late the exact amount of the show’s daily nut and cannot determine the 
J. H. Havirland. In addition to showing the gross receipts for both amount of profit at each stand the document is still valuable for 
the big show and the stands (presumed to be all sideshows, pit comparison of the gross take at various stands from May 3 thru 
shows, and concessions) the day’s weather is given and whether or Sept. 22 


SUNDAY 
COLE BROS. - CLYDE BEATTY CIRCUS Battle Creek, Michigan ; Rain 
Kalamazoo, Michigan Ideal-Hot 
SEASON 1937 Benton Harbor, Michigan i Cldy-Hot 
Joliet, Ilinois if Hot-Ideal 
DATE TOWN & STATE BIG SHOW STANDS WEATHER Porade Elgin, Illinois if Ideal-Hot 
May Rochester, Indiana 7,080.32 679.30 Cldy-Rain Rockford, Illinois Hot 
South Bend, Indiana 8,773.87 695.15 Cldy-Rain Peoria, Iilinois i Ideal 
Kokomo, Indiana 5,790.50 738.55 Cldy-Rain Davenport, lowa Hot 
Ft, Wayne, Ind.—No Mat 6,846.12 980.85 Cidy-Cool Cedar Rapids, lowa i Hot 
Lima, Ohio 5,373.72 090.75 Ideal Waterloo, lowa Hot 
Muncie, Ind 7,097.07 954.50 Ideal Mason City, lowe if Ideal 
Indianapolis, Ind 8,683.48 340.95 Cldy-Cool Ft. Dodge, lowa Ideal 
Indianapolis, Ind 6,317.24 319.55 Ideal Sioux City, lowa i Storm-Nite 
Terre Houte, Ind 7,231.36 116.75 Ideal Omaha, Nebr.—Nite Only ; Ideal-Hot 
Anderson, Indiana 4,631.83 547.80 Clidy-Rain Lincoln, Nebr F Ideal 
Richmond, Indiana 5,999.07 650.55 Hard-Rain Falls City, Nebr Ideal 
Dayton, Ohio 7,896.64 415.50 Cold-Rain St. Joseph, Missouri ¥ Hot-Ideal 
Middletown, Ohio 6,895.12 835.90 Cldy-Cold Topeka, Kansas Ideal 
Cincinnati, Ohio 15,670.61 2,276.45 Ideal Emporia, Kansas . Hot-Ideal 
Cincinnati, Ohio 8,905.53 495.95 Ideal Hutchinson, Kansas Hot-Ideal 
Springfield, Ohio 4,970.89 569.15 Hard-Roin 
Columbus, Ohio 8,555.30 176.75 Ideal SUNDAY 
Steubenville, Ohio 9,198.63 605.80 deol Denver, Colorado , Ideal 
Pittsburgh, Penna 8,263.15 456.50 Ideal Denver, Colorado i Ideal 
Pittsburgh, Penno 8,682.64 879.45 Ideal Colorado Springs, Colo , Ideal 
SUNDAY Pueblo, Colorado i Ideal 
Canton, Ohio 11,678.45 026.74 Ideal Glenwood Sprgs, Colo.—Nite 5, Rain-Nite 
Akron, Ohio 7,258.66 443.10 Ideal Grand Junction, Colo Ideal 
Sandusky, Ohio 4,519.54 717.70 Cldy-Rain SUNDAY 
Toledo, Ohio 8,185.05 071.65 Cldy-Rain Salt Lake City, Utah ; Hot 
Cleveland, Ohio 3,746.29 737.55 Cldy-Rain Ogden, Utah ¥ Hot 
Erie, Penna 6,759.42 408.65 Ideal Pocatello, Idaho Ideal 
SUNDAY Ideho Falls, Idaho i Ideal 
Buffalo, N.Y 12,345.31 164.95 Ideal Twin Falls, Idaho—Mat : Ideal 
Boise, Idaho F Ideal 
Niagora Falls, N.Y 5,792.65 166.50 Ideal Baker, Oregon—Aft. Only i Ideal 
Rochester, N.Y 969.95 Ideal Walla Walla, Wash ; ‘deal 
Cortland, N.Y x 507.65 Rain Colfax, Wash i 50 Ideal 
Syracuse, N.Y 5, 213.80 Ideal Spokane, Wash ; : Ideal 
Binghamton, N.Y ; 004.35 Ideal Wenatchee, Wash i Ideal 
SUNDAY Everett, Wash. i Ideal 
Albany, N.Y 192.05 Ideal Seattle, Wash. ¥ 5 Ideal 
Schenectady, N.Y 754.60 Ideal Seattle, Wash y Rain-Cool 
North Adams, Mass. 763.35 Ideal Tacoma, Wash pf Ideal 
Springfield, Mass. ; 925.75 Hard-Rain Aberdeen, Wash , Rain-Cool 
Worcester, Mass i 190.70 Ideal Longview, Wash Ideal 
New London, Conn 362.00 Ideal Portland, Oregon i ideal 
SUNDAY Portland, Oregon Ideal 
Fall River, Mass 5,673.43 924.75 Ideal Salem, Oregon 5 Ideal 
New Bedford, Mass 7,735.69 1,169.85 Ideal Eugene, Oregon—Mat Ideal 
Lowell, Mass 6,260.14 139.35 Ideal Klamath Falls, Oregon x Ideal 
Keene, N.H 5,477.69 897.45 Ideal Red Bluff, Calif.—Nite Ideal 
Montpelier, Vt 6,214.90 859.75 Hard 
Burlington, Vt 8,265.16 392.75 Ideal Sacramento, Calif 4,513.72 Ideal 
Montreal—Sunday 1,544.4) 249.15 Ideal San Jose, Calif 5,249.43 Ideal 
Montreal, Que 13,706.82 1,511.05 Ideal San Francisco, Calif i Ideal 
Montreal, Que 10,191.80 1,316.40 Ideal San Francisco, Calif ; Ideal 
Ottawa, Ontario 9,124.30 266.80 Ideal San Francisco, Calif f Ideal 
Kingston, Ontario 5,283.05 785.55 Ideal Oakland, Calif i Ideal 
Belleville, Ontario 6,502.40 856.80 Ideal Oakland, Calif x ideal 
Hamilton, 9/340.50 1,187.00 Ideal Santa Rosa, Calif i Cool 
Toronton, 13,461.80 1,755.30 Ideal Vallejo, Calif i Ideal 
Brantford, 9,179.80 942.75 Ideal Marysville, Calif Ideal 
Kitchener 10,395.60 939.75 Ideal Stockton, Calif i Ideal 
Modesto, Calif ; Ideal 
London, Ontario 13,715.20 1,384.85 Ideal Fresno, Calif Ideal 
Chatham, Ontario 13,479.00 1,090.40 Rain-Cidy Hanford, Calif : Very Hot 
Windsor, Ontario 6,291.35 881.15 Ideal Bakersfield, Calif t Very Hot 
Detroit, Michigan 6,423.43 081.20 Ideal Oxnard, Calif Ideal 
Flint, Michigan 9,927.94 415.75 Ideal Sante Barbara, Colif g Ideal 
Port Huron, Michigan 7,200.30 863.65 Ideal Glendale, Calif ¥ Ideal 
Bay City, Mich 6,952.34 069.90 Ideal Los Angeles, Calif ideal 
Saginaw, Michigan 4,728.84 852.40 Ideal Los Angeles, Calif ’ Ideal 
Lansing, Michigan 6,339.46 726.25 Ideal Los Angeles, Calif Ideal 
Jackson, Michigan 5,295.82 798.50 Hot los Angeles, Calif y Ideal 
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loo 








fine lot 1903 
Robinson route book and was probably 


1903 season. All mounted 


scene appears in the 


‘uring the 


(aoe JQ 


This fine group of photographs, from the 


Harold Dunn Collection, show the John 
Robinson 10 Big Shows in the early years of 
the first decade of this century 


1900-1911 


noted for its unique 


During the 


period the Robinson circus wos 


cottage cage” parade 
In 1916 the remainder of these cages were 
sold to Mugivon and Bowers, who in turn 
sold them to Ben Wallace. Very little of the 


equipment was sold by Wallace and most 


of the old Robinson cages rotted away at 


Peru, where they were stored by the old 


showman. These pictures, with the exception 
of the menagerie and lot scene, were taken 


at the Robinson winter quarters or in nearby 


people and wagons with baggage stock were 
grouped for the photo just before the parade 
In the rear of the picture a number of fine 


Cottage cage No. 36 was on the show at 
least as early as 1904 and remained on the 
show until Ben Wallace acquired the equip 


ment 


Those 


information on 


Cincinnati interested in additional 


these cages and the John 
Robinson Circus in general should most cer 
tainly read Richard .E. Conover’s book, GIVE 
EM A JOHN ROBINSON. The 


staff is again most indebted to Mr 


Bandwagon 
Dunn for 
sharing some of the photographic gems from 
his collection with the CHS membership by 


way of the Bandwagon.—Fred D. Pfening, III 


cottage cages can be seen. The two band 
wagons are shown in the center and at the 
left 





Cage No. 75 is shown in this companion ber switching on the Robinson show. William 
winter quarters shot. Sometime after this P. Hall acquired this cage in a trade for 
photo was taken this cage’s number was baggage stock in 1910. It rotted down at the 
changed to 78, the only known case of num Hall Farm in Lancaster, Mo. 


Cage No. 73 is shown in the same parade stalled in this cage. The Peru Circus Farm was _ noted for having highly carved advance cars. 
as cage No. 36. This cage is considered by the last stop for this cage This car, used during the 1903 season, is 
especially interesting because of the carved 


some historians as the finest of the Robinson 
title on either side of the door on the end, 


cottage cages. A ticket booth was later in The John Robinson Circus was always 


The interior of the 1903 menagerie is no rare or exotic animals. In fact, the original 
show never had a giraffe after the 1892 sale 


shown in this view. Unlike most large shows 
of the era the Robinson organization carried to the Ringlings. 





Short Sketches of Porner Shows 


THURS MAY 


ens 5 


Joe B. Webb Circus 


Season 


by Joseph 


After 


circuses so 


eastern 
way of 


covering predominantly 
far in this series, by 
we now move to a prairie or 
high grass” show by relating an account 
of the Joe B. Webb Circus of 1936. 

The selection of the Joe B. Webb Cir- 
cus is significant in two respects. First, it 
is a typical example of the many small 
medium motorized which 
have traversed the American prairie 
country since the coming of good roads 
and trucks in the late 1920's and early 
30's. These shows actually covered a 
good bit of territory, far more than did 
their wagon show They 
generally roamed from Texas to the 
Dakotas, rarely going east of the Mis- 
sissippi, but sometimes moving westward 
into the Colorado Rockies or through 
Wyoming or Montana toward the Pacific 
Northwest. At other times shows 
would take a southwesterly swing into 
New Mexico and Arizona but generally 
they would remain in the great American 
plains where although distances between 
stands usually were much greater than 
similar shows in the East the 
straighter and the grades 


contrast 


and circuses 


predecessors 


these 


those of 
roads were 
easier 
The Webb also typical of 
considerable number of one season 
that took to the road in the 
As the great depression eased 
a number of showmen each year 
try their luck with a motorized 
Many of these showmen had been 
orced off the road during the depression 


Circus is 
the 
circuses 
mid 30's. 
in 1933 
vould 
how 
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of 1936 
T. Bradbury 


but they 
another 
King and 
G. W.), 


out a 


now were coming back for 
try at it. Typical were Howard 
Harold Christy (brother of 
both of whom framed and took 
motorized Unfortunately 
many of these new motorized 
a single season, or part of a 
as was the case of both King and 
Christy. The Joe B. Webb Circus 
out only one year, the 1936 season 
Several other shows taking to the 
road for the first time in 1936 had the 
record with each show having its 
own particular cause for its short life 
Joe B. Webb had been in circus busi- 
ness for about 25 years when he decided 
to frame his own circus to tour for the 
1936 season. Webb had done a variety of 
a circus, mainly those of an 
executive type and also he 
complished Wild West Show performer 
who could trick roping etc., a 
talent he put to use in the concert of his 
own show. In 1935 Joe Webb had spent 
part of the season on the front door of 
C. W. Webb's Russell Bros. Circus, a 
pretty good sized motorized show, and 
rest of the time as legal adjuster for Bud 
Anderson’s Seal Bros. Circus, also a fair 
sized mudder which had a good menag- 
erie and presented a daily street parade. 
The Jan. 18, 1936 Billboard broke the 
story of Webb's plans by announcing 
that he had made a deal with Tol Teeter 
for the Orange Bros. Circus equipment 
which consisted of 10 trucks and all can- 
vas which included a 70 with three 


show 
circuses 
lasted only 
season 


was 


new 


same 


jobs around 


was an ac- 


tide, do 


30's 


This fine bill stand heralded the Webb show 
at O'Neill, Nebraska, during its second month 
on the road. Bill Woodcock Collection 


big top, a 50 with two 30's menagerie 
sideshow top, a 20x 30 cookhouse and 
other smaller tents. Also in the deal was 
a large elephant, “Vera,” horses, ponies, 
and a few wild animals. 

Tol Teeter, from whom the equipment 
was obtained, had been in show business 
for a number of years having operated 
circuses as well as other types of amuse 
ments. He operated Tol Bros. Circus in 
1934 and owned the equipment of Orange 
Bros. Circus which was on the road in 
1935. In earlier years he had operated a 
small wagon show called Lucky Tull’s 
Show and Joe Fleming, who has furn- 
ished so much of the information used 
here, recalls that this little mudder played 
his home town of Trenton, Neb. about 
1917 


Webb 
Dallas. 


established winter quarters in 
immediately to 
framing He selected his 
own name as title for the show and it was 
officially called the Joe B. Webb Circus 
and Wild West, somewhat of 
the dozens of “brothers” 
days 

Orange Bros. motorized 
reworked, the motors 
overhauled, and the trucks painted and 
relettered with the Webb title. Color 
scheme used was bright red with lettering 
in silver and gold leaf. The fleet 
sisted of both and straight 
trucks. 

Webb added a factory built especially 
constructed trailer which was used as the 
office and ticket wagon as well 
quarters for the office force 


Texas and went 


his new show. 


Menagerie 
a contrast to 
outfits in those 

The former 


equipment was 


con- 


semis bed 


as living 
and in Bill- 





board accounts the show claimed it had 
added a new calliope truck 

Webb announced that the show would 
move on 10 trucks and he planned to 
carry 16 head of ring stock, 2 elephants, 
a camel, and have 6 cages in the menag- 
erie including “King Kong,” a giant ape. 
Webb's plans did materialize to some ex- 
tent, however, only one elephant, “Big 
Vera,” was ever acquired and when Joe 
Fleming visited the show at McCook, 
Neb. on May 6 there was no camel and 
no caged animals with the exception of a 
large ape or baboon of some description 
in the sideshow, which was probably the 
“King Kong” described above 

The initial staff of the show on open- 
ing day included, Joe B. Webb, owner 
and manager; Mrs. Margaret Espy, treas- 
urer; Bert Carroll, lot superintendent; 


Fred Crandall, equestrian director; Pete. 


Kramer, sideshow manager; Jack Turner, 
general agent; and L. B. Saunders, bri- 
gade agent. The advance department used 
one auto and two billing trucks. 

A special line of bill paper 
quired and the show advertised 
heavy throughout the tour 

Webb used the services of Circus Mag- 
azine which provided him with a neat, 
slick magazine which listed the perform- 
ance in detail and gave other interesting 
facts about the show. For the purpose of 


Was ac- 
fairly 


Joe B. Webb's Circus 
Menagerie & Wild West 


America’s Cleanest Circus’ 


Acres of waterproof 
canvas 


Champion Circus per 
formers from all na 
tions. 


Opening Spectacle 
Valencia” 


Auspices American 
Legion 


Special added feature 
Betsy Ross, juvenile 
movie star and her en 


tire Hollywood Com: 
pany 


COLORADO 


Afternoon and Night 


Fri., Mar. 2O 


SPECIAL PRICES FOR THIS DATE 


Children Adults 
15c 25c 


(if accompanied by merchants ticket. Be sure to get 
your merchants tickets from your local merchant which 


will admit you for this half price.) 


A Few Choice Individual Grandstand Chairs 25¢ extra 


Photo No. 1 — Joe B. Webb Circus on lot 
at McCook, Neb, May 4, 1936. Big top is 
shown at right and various motorized vehicles 
are in foreground. Small tent in upper left is 
cookhouse. (Note: All photos were taken at 
McCook, Neb. unless otherwise noted.) Photo 
by Joe Fleming 


this article the accounts of the perform- 
ance given by the Billboard and eyewit- 
nesses will be used rather than a repro- 
duction of this official printed program 
In early March the show was all as- 
sembled and ready to go on a route laid 
out through the territory Webb knew best 
and that generally traversed while he was 
with Russell Bros. and Seal Bros. the 
year before. The Billboard, in summariz- 
ing the final few weeks of activity in 
quarters, stated that Fred Crandall had 
produced the opening spectacle, “Valen 
cia,” which would feature Aline Patten 
as prima donna. Four trucks had gone 
from quarters to Oklahoma City to bring 
back seats, tents, and other equipment, 
also that Walter Jennier was at quarters 
breaking 2 sea lions. 
Webb opened the 1936 season on 
March 17 at Mineral Wells, Texas and 
had rough weather for the initial stand 
The March 28, 1936 Billboard reported 
the opening as follows 
WEBB OPENS IN STORM AT MIN 
ERAL WELLS, TEXAS The Joe B 
Webb Circus opened here Tuesday, 
March 17. Matinee was witnessed by a 
small attendance but night 
presented to a capacity house 
The opened in a typical West 
Texas windstorm. Before the day 
the cookhouse tent was badly 
wind; the menagerie top 
Webb immediately sent to Dal- 
tent for the cookhouse and 
supplies to repair the menagerie tent but 
all was in order before showtime in the 
next town, Ranger 
Fred Crandall, director, 
well in arranging the performance 


show was 
show 
was 
over dam 
aged by 
Manager 


also 


las for a new 


equestrian 
did 


Newspaper ad for show's fourth stand of 
March 20, 
1936. Note the show was using merchant's 


the season, Colorado, Texas, Fri., 


tickets, a popular plan of the smaller shows 
in the mid 30’s. Joe Bradbury (Adams) Col- 
lection 


The program consists of pony drill, sin 
lobe and barrel, 
aerial endurance, 
foot ju 
perch, high school horses, rings, mule act, 
iron jaw 
the feature act 
Buddy. 
Performers 
Wallingfords, 
Troupe, Slats 


gle traps, riding dogs, 


ladders, dog act, wire 


acts, contortions, ing, web, 
riding school, clown antics, and 


Walter Jennier’s seal, 
are James Hamiter, the 
Aerial Kesters, Orton 
Beeson, Dryden, 
Joe Goodwin, the Misses Goodwin and 
Woodcock, Betty Webb, Ethel Jennier, 
Tom Thornton, and his clowns and Betsy 
Ross, Hollywood Stars and Wild West in 


concert 


Charles 


seen by the above 
performance it 
10 truck show 

some retrenching was done before early 
May, a major loss being Walter 
and his seal “Buddy,” 


show 


As can be 
of the opening 
strong one for a 


account 
was a 


however 


Jennier 
a feature act of any 
size 

Of special interest to circus historians 
that the late W. H Bill” 
Woodcock and his Babe, were on 
the Webb show that Bill worked 
the elephant in performance and did a 
number of other jobs on the show. Mrs 
Woodcock appeared in the performance 
with other family, the 
Ortons 

Other Texas 
were Albany on 19, Colorado on 
the 20th, and 21st. After a 
swing through the West Texas panhandle 
was scheduled to go into New 


is the fact 
wife, 
season. 


members of her 


stands following Ranger 


March 


Lamesa, 


the show 
Mexico for a number of stands although 
from 
plete on the Webb route do not give the 
names of any. By mid April the show 
was up into Kansas with stands at Coffey- 
vill, 10th, Independence, 11th, and Co: 
lumbus, 12th. Later it was at Sterling 
21, Stafford, 22, Kinsley, 23, and Jetmore 

4 

Very little appeared in the trade publi- 
cations after the opening date on how the 
new show was faring but the May 9 
Billboard reported some personnel 
changes had been made, one being that 
Ralph Noble had taken over management 
of the sideshow being assisted by Bill 
Woodcock, who makes second opening 
They and concert 
announcements and sell reserve seat an 


the Grace files which are far com 


both also make banner 
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concert tickets. On a small show such as 
this everyone doubled and tripled 

Following the Kansas stands the show 
went northward into Nebraska for several 
weeks 

The May 23 Billboard came up with a 
more detailed account of the show and 
gave the circus world some knowledge of 
how the season was treating the Webb 
show. The Billboard report read as fol- 
lows 

Bridgeport 
with the Joe B 


Neb., May 8—Business 
Webb Circus has been 
very good through Western Kansas and 
Nebraska are being dismissed 
nearly every afternoon and matinees have 
been packed. The concert is holding a 
large percentage of the crowds. Program 
consists of singing, dancing, comedy and 
Wild West numbers. Ralph Noble, who 
has added some new acts, is doing well 
with the Side Show 
“Roy Dorothy 


Schools 


Hilbert recently 
Hill- 
bert is training Mr. and Mrs. Webb's six 
English collies, which are 8 months old. 
Some trailers and cages are being built 
for the show 

“The program, with Fred Crandell as 
equestrian director and presented in three 
rings, follows in order 

THE PROGRAM 

“Spec, ‘Valencia,’ Spanish tango, Betty 
Webb. Pony drills, Miss Woodcock 
Jimmy Hamiter. Roman rings, Betty 
Webb and Gene Rogers. Kester Duo, the 
Hillberts. Clowns. Riding dogs and 
monkeys in all rings. Clown baseball 
number. Rolling globe, Tetu Moromoto 
barrel kicking, Charles Dryden. Swinging 
ladders, Grace Orton, Betty Webb, fea- 
turing Janey Taylor with swivel, center 
ring. Clowns. Dogs, presented by Jimmy 
Hamiter. Clown band. Orton wire per- 
formers. Comedy juggling, Charles Dry- 
den; contortion, Betty Webb. Single traps, 
faney Taylor, Tetu Moromoto, finishing 


22 


and 


joined and are working in big show 


Photo No. 2—Preparing to unload Big 
Vera from her neatly lettered but patched up 
semi (due to recent wreck) is Bill Woodcock 
(light shirt with suspenders) and his unidenti- 
fied associate (probably Jimmy Hamiter). The 
gentleman standing to the left observing the 
proceedings is Joe Fleming’s father. Photo by 
Joe Fleming 


Hillbert 
Big 


with muscle grind; Dorothy 
Elephant, Bill Woodcock presenting 
Vera.” Clowns. Menage and high school 
horses, Buck Brenner, Babe Woodcock, 
Jimmy Hamiter. Introduction of Col. Joe 
B. Webb and his Wild West concert. 
Slack Gene Rogers, Web, Hazel 
Kester, Janey Taylor. Perch, Orton Duo. 
Balancing trapeze, Norman Kester. 
Clowns. Iron-jaw, Hazel Kester, Tetu 
Moromoto, Janey Taylor. Clown walk- 
around. Riding school 

Show is moving on 12 trucks and trail- 
ers and a score of private cars. Has a 
chair grandstand. Big top is an 80 with 
three 30's; sideshow menagerie a 60 with 
three 20's and a nine double deck banner- 
line. (Note: tent sizes are slightly larger 
than those reported earlier at time of sale 
of equipment to Webb. There was no 
change of tents made, and above size is 
believed to be in error, perhaps typo- 
graphical. Eyewitnesses think the big top 
was a 70 ft. round rather than 80 and 
photos indicate same.) Show is not only 
putting out plenty of billing matter, but 
also going strong on newspaper pub- 
licity and radio announcements. George 
Felix is publicity director 

THE STAFF 

‘Joe B. Webb is owner-manager; Betty 
Webb, secretary; Mrs. Ivan Epsy, treas- 
urer; Joe Cole, auditor and superinten- 
dent front door; Jack Turner, assistant 
manager; Cash Wiltsie, legal adjuster; 
“Slats” Beeson, inside tickets; Charles 
Martin, on tax box; Willard Isely, band 
director; Martin Smith, boss canvasman; 


wire, 


George W. Henderson, steward; William 
Durant, contracting agent; William Jack- 
son, advertising brigade; Louis Ingleheim, 
lithos; Edward Hays and Joe McCoshla 
billposters 

Side Show is 
Noble.” 

Four stands before the above Bridge 
port, Neb. account CHS Member Joe 
Fleming caught and photographed the 
show on- May 4 at McCook, Neb. Flem 
ing is a real circus historian who can and 
has furnished the author with numerous 
notes on circuses he has visited going 
back Gollmar Bros. in 1922 
Bandwagon readers are well aware of his 
past contributions. Joe is a farmer who 
lives in Trenton, Neb. and a few weeks 
ago, despite this being his busy season 
very kindly burned the midnight oil one 
evening to put down on paper for me his 
recollections of this little known show he 
visited thirty years Joe also fur 
nished the photos are printed 
here. Cooperation always 
gives should not go the 
membership. 

Fleming is an authority on 
both baggage and ring, and in 
giving his account of the Webb show it 
was natural that he give the full and 
complete picture on the stock carried by 
the show. He remembered the 
follows 

“It was a about 10 
trucks, but I enjoyed it much and 
truthfully would like to see a present day 
show as good as it was. All of the show's 


managed by 


Ralph 


as far as 


ago 
which 
such as he 
unnoticed by 


circus 
horses. 


show as 
small show, on 
very 


stock are shown in these photographs, 


which includes the 3 spotted horses, the 
two groups of ponies and the mule, which 
is shown tied with the ponies alongside 
the horse truck. There was also a donkey 
tied to the bull truck but was not used 
in the performance. The group of ponies 
tied to the bull truck were all sorrel and 
white spotted two year old stallions but 
worked in the drill. The 3 spotted 
geldings comprised the entire horse herd 
for the show but they were beautiful 
animals, one bay and white, the other 
two black and white spotted, fat, gentle, 
and well broken. Only horse was 
used in the horse catching act in the 
Wild West concert. In the performance 
a single horse was used for menage, and 
another did what could be called a one- 
horse liberty act or perhaps a menage 
act with the person working it on the 
ground instead of riding the animal. One 
of the spotted horses was used as the 
rosinback and kids from the audience 
came down to be buckled onto the me- 
chanic for a ride in the riding school act 

‘One semi and one straight bed truck 
shown in the photos, hauled all of the 
stock. The elephant, ‘Vera,’ rode the 
semi with one group of ponies, the horses 
and other stock in the straight bed. You 
may notice in the photo that the elephant 
truck is patched up. Well, one fine morn- 
ing they upset the rig in Kansas and 
literally pulverized it but the bull, ponies, 


nice 


one 





Photo No. 6—The small trailer cage was 
for dogs and was pulled by the stock truck 
in front. Photo by Joe Fleming 
and men riding in it were uninjured al- 
though a couple of men were thrown 
over a barb wire fence 

“There was an & piece band but the 
day before I saw the show the leader had 
blown the show taking all of the music, 
hence in McCook the band played with- 
out a and music, but as far as I 
could tell they couldn't have done better 
with both the and the music. The 
band played for the opening 
spec of the same name 

“In the performance I recall 
Orton's 
aerial numbers, dog act, and the elephant 
act. Joe Webb did some fancy work with 
a rope in the Wild West aftershow 

There was no separate menagerie tent, 
no camel nor other lead stock and I don't 
remember any cages at all with exception 
there was some sort of large ape or ‘lion 
attraction. 
remember about the side- 


leader 


leader 
Valencia’ 


and 
good 


Tex 


Grace wire act, several 


slaying baboon’ as a sideshow 


Frankly, all I 
Photo No. 7 —Mr watches 
Big Vera getting ready to descend the loading 


Fleming, Sr 


ramp of the elephant semi as his son, Joe, 
records the scene on film for posterity. Photo 
by Joe Fleming 


show was a magician and Tex and Alice 
Orton's knife throwing act. 

‘Our good friend, the late Bill Wood- 
cock, was on the show and I remember 
him being connected with the sideshow 
as well as handling the elephant. He told 
me that Tol Teeter owned a lot of the 
equipment that Jimmy Hamiter 
owned some of the horses and ponies on 
the show 

‘Old Vera, the elephant, was a 
gentle and large animal. At one 
time she a Ringling elephant and 
was sold to the Overton Park Zoo in 
Memphis, Tenn. William P. Hall bought 
1926 and when the Robbins Bros. 
Circus passed through Lancaster, Mo. en- 
route to Kirksville they picked her up 
along with some other animals and 
added them to the menagerie. On the 
Robbins show Vera was featured as “Big 
Bingo,” the largest brute alive. She stood 
on a platform which not only 
served as a picket pin but also caused her 
to look even larger than she was. Well, 
later Vera went back to Lancaster with 
the rest of the Robbins when it 
it quits in 1931 1934 Tol 
Teeter bought her for his show. Teeter 
later sold her to Jimmy Hamiter about 
1938 and when Jimmy went into the 
army during World War II he sold her 
to the Arthur Bros. Circus where she 
died in 1945.” 

The next couple weeks were spent in 
Nebraska, an example of the stands be- 
ing played were those during week of 
May 13-18 which saw the show at Hyan- 
nis, Hemingford, Chadron, Rushville, 
Gordon, and Valentine. Evidently busi- 
ness was now fairly good as Webb told 
the Billboard that he had experienced big 
business and strawed them at Atkinson, 
Neb. on May 20. There was good busi- 
ness at Butte, Neb. despite a heavy wind 
and rain storm 

Other developments reported by Webb 
were that Bob Stevens was now in charge 
of candy stands, Tex Orton had an im- 
palement act in the sideshow and Betty 
Webb had received a large hamadryad 
(what is it??) to be used for a pit attrac- 


and 


very 
very 
was 


her in 


small 


show 


called and in 


tion 

The last few days in May found the 
show in South Dakota and Rapid City 
played May 28 banner day 
of the 
houses. 


The 


was termed 


season so far with two straw 


June 20 Billboard said that a 


hyena escaped from a trailer cage when 


a bridge eight miles west 
S.D. (If this report 
ndicate the show had ac 
some 


it crashed into 
of Spearfish 
true it 


tually 


was 
would 
added caged animals as 
planned and reported earlier.) 

Early June saw the show in 
ind from the 3 through 7 it was at 
Baker, Wiebaux, Circle, Jordan, and Win 
nett. The show moved completely across 
the state and went into Idaho and stands 
in that state from June 18-27 
Salmon, Challis, Hailing, Shoshone, Jer- 


Bule, Rupert, American Falls 


Montana 


were at 


ome 


Photo No, 3—Other side of the semi shows 
the pony group, all two year old sorrel and 
white stallions, and the mule that shared the 
truck with Big Vera. Photo by Joe Fleming 


was back 
then 
state to North 
where it played 
8 and Pierre on 


Shelly, Rexburg. On July | it 
in Montana at Ennis and 

through the 
then southward 
Lake, S.D. July 


moved 
eastward 
Dakota 
Timber 
July 9. 

The show re 
from 


rest of July found the 
turning to Nebraska with 
July 14-18 at Niobraia, Creighton, Ran 
dolph, Columbus, and Fullerton. On July 
23 it played the old Campbell Bros. quar 
ters town of Fairbury. A good sized stand 
for the show was Lincoln on July 31 


stands 


August began with the show entering 

Kansas at Ellsworth on the Ist 
ands at Wilson, Russell, and Hayes. 

Little or nothing now appeared in the 
Billboard about the show and the Grace 
route only the stand at Augusta 
Kan. on August 13 until the final stand of 
the season at Steele, Mo. on Sept. 8 from 
which the show went into quarters at St 
Louis 

It is probable that the terrific heat wave 
and drought in Kansas and Nebraska in 
July August finished off the show 
Even the large railroader, Cole Bros., 
took a beating at the box office through 
Kansas at this time and only the 
sensational stand at Denver en 
abled that show to play out the rest of 
its planned 1936 route 

Joe Fleming opines 
Webb closing as follows 

“Why they closed I don't know but I 
do know that money 
parts and 1936 
years I saw 
no crops 

The Joe B. Webb show had folded for 
and was unable to try it again in 
Webb himself returned to Seal 
Bros. in 1937 where he was again legal 
adjuster. Jimmy Hamiter left with his 
horses and ponies and it is evident Tol 
Teeter retained the trucks and most of 
the physical equipment. In 1938 
had Orange Bros. Circus on the 


followed 


lists 


and 


same 
two-day 


concerning the 


was scarce in these 
one of the 
drought and 


was worst 


ever here for 


good 
1937 


Teeter 
again 
road 

I am especially endebted to the help 
rendered in preparation of this article 
by Joe Fleming as numerated before and 
Dick Conover very kindly 
sent me information on the route from 
the Grace files, which he owns, and also 
to Rick Pfening for researching the 
Billboard files 


also to who 


Pa 





Minutes of the Business Meeting of the Circus Historical 
Society, Baraboo, Wisconsin, July 9, 1966. 


The meeting was officially called to order 
by President 9:15 a.m. with 
approximately 50 members present 


Parkinson at 


Rey. Robert Grover gave the invocation and 
the membership stood in silent prayer 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read by the 
Fred Pfening and a second by Rev 


secretary. Upon a motion by 


Grover 
the minutes were accepted as read 
absence of Treasurer 


Due to the forced 


Julion Jimenez the Treasurer's Report was 
read by the secretary 

The 
$9,485.62; 


$6,002.98 


Motion by James Hassen and a second by 


Treasurer's Report in brief: Income, 


Expense, $3,482.64; Balance, 


Gaylord Hartman the treasurer's report was 
accepted as read. 

introduced Vice Presi 
dent Gaylord Hartman. The Board of Direc 
Richard Conover, District No. 1; 
Hassen, District No. 3; Charles Rey 
District No. 8. Also introducing the 


Past Presidents of the Circus Fans Association. 


President Parkinson 
tors present 
James 
nolds, 


The Secretary read the membership status 
of the organization 
Resignations 
Drop Outs 
Reinstated 
New Members 
Total Membership 


The members who 
passed away this past year 
Wallace A. Ahlberg, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Harold W. Buckley, Chicago 


George L. Green, East Liverpool, Ohio 


secretary reported the 


Illinois 


Edward Francis Gordon Graves, Surry, Eng 
Rev. Oliver E. Lux, West Fargo, N. Dakota 
H. W. Organ, Wilmington, Ohio 

George W. Piercy, Kokomo, Indiana 
Clifford J 
Frank Van Epps, Portage, Wisconsin 


Schmitt, Cairo, Illinois 


Chaplain Rev. Bob Grover voiced o prayer 
for the departed 
President Parkinson complimented the mem 
bership for the recruiting of younger mem 
bers 
The read the 


which this annual meeting will be conducted 


President then rules upon 
In case of a breach, Roberts Rules of Order 
will be the deciding factor 

Rev. Grover suggested a letter of recogni 
tion be written to Dr. Conley, for his great 
behalf of the The 


Secretary was so instructed 


work in circus stamp. 

The Secretary read a resolution presented 
by mail by Porter H. Hemphill, a member in 
good standing from Hagerstown, Maryland 

Be it resolved that the Legislative Com 
mittee petition the Postmaster General of the 
United States to add the 


Society to the Non-Profit Organizational list 


Circus Historical 


CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Financial Statement, January 1, 1966 to and including 
July 1, 1966 


RECEIPTS 


Transferred From Detroit Account 


Dues, Subscriptions and sale of back issues 


Bandwagon Advertising 
Refund From Lawhead Press, for Dec 


$3,114.42 
6,162.13 


Bandwagon 


Refund From Leland Antes, for 1965 election 


EXPENDITURES 

Bandwagon Printing (3 issues) 
Bandwagon Typesetting 
Bandwagon 
Address 


Mailing 


Bandwagon Plates 
Bandwagon 
Treasurer's Security Bond 1 Year 
Bank Service Charges 

President's Expense 
Treasurer's Expense 


Secretary’s Expense 


Membership Cards and Remitance Envelopes 


Membership Sheets 

Envelopes For Officers 
Letterheads For Officers 
Letterhead Typesetting 


(2,000) 


Flowers 
Advanced For 1966 Convention 


Bank Balance as of July 1, 1966 


Mailing Permit and Postage 


Postage, Rubber Stamps 
Postage, Envelopes) 


$9,485.62 


$1,722.11 
844.00 
160.00 
33.47 
90.00 
25.00 
8.06 
22.65 
82.63 
62.33 
40.75 
33.73 
55.21 
86.80 


$3,482.64 
$6,002.98 
JULIAN JIMENEZ 


ing. To receive such benefits in reduced postal 
rates for transporting moving pictures and/or 
tolor slides from distribution points and/or 
members of this organization, that non-profit 
organizations are entitled to under the Edu 
cational Postal Act. 

Motion by Frank Meeker and a second by 
Don Francis. 

David Price requested information on the 
Charles 
a short discussion as to the difference in the 


presented. resolution Reynolds gave 
postal regulations and our organization 
Fred Pfening in the recent past investigated 
and made an attempt to come under this act 
with the decision of the Postmaster of Colum 
bus, Ohio, that The 
Society, do not qualify 


we, Cireus Historical 


offered 
mittee be appointed to investigate this reso 


An amendment was that a com 
lution, explore the aspects of this resolution 
Upon a motion of Charles Reynolds and a 
second by Don Francis the amendment was 
passed 
President Parkinson, in the introduction of 
Fred Pfening, Editor of the Bandwagon, gave 
Editor, the 


the great 


high praise to his leadership os 
wisdom of his selection of stories. 
format which places the Bandwagon on the 
top rung of the circus magazines 

Editor Pfening reported on the Bandwagon, 
explaining the inflation of printing costs and 
possible use of a new printing company with 
The Editor 
exercised 


increased costs also stated all 


will be 
type articles and stories 


efforts to use only high 

Dave Price recommended greater space be 
granted the small circuses. 

President Parkinson again extended praise 
to the Editor of the Bandwagon and hoped 
for a long period of editorship and a long 
life for the Bandwagon 

The President gave voice to the high stan 
dards of the Bandwagon and declared the 
magozine’s high standards should be main 
tained and perpetuated even to the extent 
of raising the dues 

Thomas 


Scaperlanda stated ony question 


relative to the dues should be in the hands 
of the membership. 

John Zweifel said every effort should be 
extended to maintain the high standards of 
the Bandwagon 
stated 
the Bandwagon is to be the final judge in 


President Parkinson the editor of 
the acceptance of material 

A request was made of the editor for the 
circulation figures, Editor Pfening responded 
advising about 1075 copies of the last issue 
were mailed 

Mr. Draper asked if copies of the Band 
the hands of 


institutions, suggesting an effort be made to 


wagon were in libraries and 


secure subscriptions from them 

Richard Conover stated there is great hard 
ship in the collection of dues from libraries 
and 


promoting 


institutions and he is not in favor of 


these subscriptions 
Glenn Draper responsed, advising that in 
his opinion the result would be worth the 
trouble 
Kent Ghirard of stated he 


greatly impressed by the Bandwagon, and 


Hawaii was 


stated he does not believe the field is being 





tapped to its full for membership. He sug 
gested one copy of the Bandwagon be mailed 
to each tent of the Circus Fans Association. 
Sverre the Editor of 
routes Mr 


Braathen requested 


the Bandwagon print 
stated that 
interested in this type of publication 

It was reported that the Board of Directors 


directed the appointment of a committee to 


circus 


Braathen also libraries are not 


work on election procedures and the structure 
of combining the offices of the Secretary and 
the Treasurer, to and 


study these matters 


submit a change of by-laws for a vote of 
the membership. 
The President made mention of the selec 


tion of the convention location. Stating it is 


the President's duty to select the time and 
location of the coming convention 

John Boyle commented on the importance 
of the Milwaukee Parade 

Gaylord Hartman stated the Circus World 
Museum, with its great entertainment value, 
must be considered. President Parkinson de- 
clared all locations will be considered. He 
also stated no suggestions for the 1967 con- 
vention had been received at this time. He 
also said it is not his desire to be repetitious 
Bob Taber explained it is as far from the 
East to the West as from the West to the 
East, and requested the President keep Cali- 
fornia in mind. A combination of the C.H.S. 
C.F.A. and the C.M.B. would make for a great 
convention in California 

Fred Pfening 
from the middle west attended the Corning 
the East. 


The President suggested all members con- 


related a greater number 


convention than from 
sider a site for the coming convention. 

A motion by J. Sergei Sawchyn suggested 
the President consider the thought of re- 
turning the convention next year to Baraboo. 
Seconded by Fred Pfening. 

A motion by Sverre Braathen; due to the 
many conditions involved the motion be 
tabled. Second Frank Meeker. Motion carried 


Frank Meeker concentrated 
effort be made the circus clubs 


unite in convention during the July 4 week 


suaaested a 
to have all 


Rev. Grover 
dubs in 
their 


expressed a union of the 
tend to 
and 


circus convention would 


destroy individuality, purposes 
desires 
Bob Taber 


return to 


reported the C.F.A. will not 
1970. 


Sverre Braathen suggested the membership 


the area until 


vote on future convention site and dates 

Comment was made as to the future hotel 
situation in Baraboo. The President responded, 
advising arrangements are in the offing for 
the rebuilding of the Warren Hotel 

President Parkinson offered an official con- 
the individuals and 
organizations who have made this a great 


vention resolution to all 


convention. Instructed the Secretary to thank 
by official 


moved by Sverre Braathen and seconded by 


these parties letter. It was so 


Dick Conover 


The President inquired as to the member 
traveling the longest distance to attend this 
that Kent 
Ghirard of Hawaii was the person 


convention. It was determined 


He was 
congratulated by the President. 
Rev. Grover stated there are 


many stamp 


of all the 
made 


catalogues that st = the values 


stamps for collectors information. He 


inquiry, oe there any such catalogues for 
the circus collector, and stated there should 
be 

Rev. Grover requested the names of litho 
individual 
values of 
to his 
ledge there are no catalogues or information 


printers and the amount of the 


hand and the 
Response by Sverre Braathen 


posters on same. 


know- 


as requested by Rev. Grover. 


Charles Reynolds advised he is recording 
the history of the elephants in America and 
stated the cataloguing is a difficult task and 
asked for help in this endeavor. 

President Parkinson relinquished the chair 
to the Secretary. 

Mr. Parkinson from the floor, thanked the 
attending membership for their attendance 
He declared the price of 
collection is an 


at this convention 
an individual item or a 


individual prerogative. In this regard the 
Society should not interfere. This organization 
should act as a free enterprise. 

The President 


Fred Pfening reported the market value of 


returned to the chair. 


circus material is less today than five years 


ago, expressing concern that collecting of 
circusiana is not as active today as it was in 
the past. 

Rev. Grover expressed he is concerned only 
with the knowledge and value of the ma- 
terial you are purchasing. His main interest 
is in the printing houses and the number of 
the individual items on hand. 

The President 


drive will be initiated. 


announced a membership 


There was a discussion to inaugurate a 
new system of the payment of dues. After 
The 


President referred this action to the Board of 


many comments no decision reached 
Directors. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Sverre 
Braathen. Motion passed. 

President again thanked the 


membership for their attendance and sug- 


Parkinson 


gested they again return to Baraboo and the 
Circus World Museum 

The President adjourned the 1966 annual 
meeting of the Circus Historical Society. 


CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 
BARABOO, WISCONSIN 

REGISTRANTS 
ARIZONA 
Carl Helbing, Phoenix 
CALIFORNIA 
Ralph Rodgers, El Cajon 
Dick Wareing, Sacramento 
Don Francis, San Francisco 
Chang Reynolds, Pasadena 
Bob Taber, Riverside 
Robert MacDougall, North Hollywood 
CONNECTICUT 

William Flanigan, Hartford 
FLORIDA 

William Myers, St 
HAWAII 

Kent Ghirard, Honolulu 
IDAHO 

Glenn Draper, Burley 
ILLINOIS 

Arthur Thompson, Niles 


Petersburg 


Steve Seipp, Park Ridge 

Paul Ingrassia, Joliet 

Dr. H. H. Conley, Park Ridge 
INDIANA 

Dick Rosenberger, Alexandria 

Jorgen Christiansen, Rochester 

Edna Christiansen, Rochester 

Robert Raupfer, South Bend 
1OWA 

Norman Pike, Marshalltown 

Kathryn Pike, Marshalltown 

Ed Bemis, Muskatine 

John Holley, Shell Rock 
KANSAS 

Bette Leonard, Wichita (Guest) 
MARYLAND 

Edward Ruppert, Baltimore 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Father Ed. Sullivan, Boston 

Ed Stoddard, Littleton 


FOREIGN CIRCUS ITEMS 
FROM MEXICO 
PHOTOS 


$1.95 
$1.95 
$1.95 


12 of Atayde 
12 —Circo Union 
12 — Assorted 


Few Atayde programs left at 


Atayde sample ticket 


EUROPEAN ITEMS 
POSTERS, PROGRAMS, PHOTOS 
50c each — $1.95 doz 
$1 gets sample poster with list 


Krone, Germany 
Knie, Switzerland 
Rancy, France 


Moreno, Denmark 


Boltini, Holland 

Billy Smart, England 

Sir Rob’t Fossett, England 
Willie Hagenbeck, Germany 


Few lithos of the Beatty R.R. Circus 


Bob Taber 


3668 Comer Ave. 


Riverside, Calif 





MICHIGAN 

John Vogelsang, Niles 

Viola Vogelsang, Niles 

Charles Spencer, Chelsea 
MINNESOTA 

Walter Roers, Minneapolis 

Mrs. Walter Roers, Minneapolis 
MISSISSIPPI 

William H. B. Jones, Hattiesburg 
NEW YORK 

John Kunzog, Jamestown 

Robert Grover, Waverly 
NORTH CAROLINA 

Joe McKennon, Fletcher 
OHIO 

Harold Gorsuch, Waynesville 

Albert Conover, Xenia 

Richard Conover, Xenia 

Fritzie Conover, Xenia 

Fred D. Pfening, Columbus 

John Boyle, Cleveland 

Ben Kronberger, Cleveland 

Carol Rodkey, Loveland 

Paul West, Uhrichsville 


Norman Senhauser, New Philadelphia 


PENNSYLVANIA 
John Corson, Monroeville 
Edward Haas, Allentown 
Sam Grumer, Easton 
Charles Seip, Allentown 
John Sapita, Johnstown 
Earl Schmid, Pittsburgh 
Howard Leech, McKeesport 
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Jim Hi@ssan, Philadelphia 
Leonard Beisel, Allentow + 
Dr. Earl Bateman, Pitts srgh 
Florence Bateman, Pittsburgh 
Gaylord Hartman, Washington 
Betty Hartman, Washington 
William Watson, Pittsburgh 
TENNESSEE 
Dave Price, Nashville 
TEXAS 
Tom Scaperlanda, San Antonio 
VIRGINIA 
Robert Robinson, Alexandria 
Frank Felt, McLean 


WASHINGTON 
Harper Joy, Spokane 
WEST VIRGINIA 
John Martin, Martinsburg 
Dan Draper, Bethany 
Arthur Thomas, Charleston 
WISCONSIN 
Charles Fairchild, Fort Atkinson 
Sverre Braathen, Madison 
Faye Braathen, Madison 
Raymond Heim, Milwaukee 
Elmer Heyden, Kenosha 
Hallie Olstadt, Madison 
Clark Wilkinson, Baraboo 
Jim Kieffer, Baraboo 
Bob Parkinson, Baraboo 
Greg Parkinson, Baraboo 
Jim McRoberts, Baraboo 


We thank you... 
CIRCUS FISTORICAL SOCIELY 


FOR COMING TO BARABOO 


We enjoyed having all you wonderful people here. — We hope that 


Cal Bergner, Baraboo 

Robert Gollmar, Baraboo (Guest) 

C. P. Fox, Baraboo (Guest) 
CANADA 

J. Sergei Sawchyn, Winnipeg 


MORE NEWS ON THE 
CIRCUS STAMP 

If your post office is sold out of the recently 
issued Circus stamp, you can purchase the 
stamp at face value directly from the post- 
office in Washington, D.C. Send a money 
order for the required amount to Philatelic 
Sales Unit, City Post Office, Washington, D.C., 
20013. The stamp is issued in sheets of fifty 
at $2.50 per sheet. Specify that you want 
the Circus stomp as this unit handles the 
sale of all U.S. commemorative stamps. 

Occasionally someone will comment that 
this stamp will become a collector's item. 
Usually the term “collector's item’ means 
“q@ rare item.” Nothing could be further from 
the truth. Over 100,000,000 of these stamps 
have been printed and will be sold to the 
public. Many thousands of these will find 
their way into collectors’ albums and will 
never be used for postage. Therefore, there 
is no chance of it ever becoming a “col- 
lector’s item’ in the true sense of the word 
So buy them — and use them on your letters 
to advertise the circus industry!—Al Halpern 


you, in turn, had a happy time and enjoyed the Museum. — You are 


welcomed here either individually or in convention any time. — 


THE STAFF 


CIRCUS WORLD MUSEUM 


BARABOO, WISCONSIN 
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Bill Woodcock’s Circus Letterheads 
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These two letterheads were no doubt both drawn by the same artist. Printed in four colors, by the 
Quigley Lithograph Co., of Kansas City, Missouri, they are of shows owned by father and son. 

William Newton, Sr., operated the Lucky Bill Shows over a period from 1880 to 1917. A. B. Camp- 
bell used the title in the 1920s. William Newton, Jr. used the Honest Bill title 1903-17; 1923-24 and in 
1927. In 1918, 1920 and 1922 Bill Newton, Jr. called his show Honest Bill-Lucky Bill. 
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